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IN the down-hill of life, when the 
strength and activity of the body is de- 
clining, the eyesight withdrawing, and the 
ears growing dull of hearing, and those 
things that, in the prime of life, engross- 
ed our attention, and filled our hearts with 
desire, can please and divert no more ; we 
turn back as by instinct to our former 
years, and trace in our memory the almost 
obliterated lines and characters that mark- 
ed the scenes of our childhood and youth 5 
and, by fond recollection, we enjoy again 
the innocent amusements of our former 
w@days; or trace with wonder and astonish- 

ment the many dangers and ways of death 


’) we have passed through unhurt, and most- 


Jy unheeded by us; we are thus led by 


reflection to admire and adore that muni-. 


ficent Being, whose kind providence has 


\* been our guard and protection through 
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every monient of our lives that is past, in 

whom we trust for all we need in this pre- 
yysert life, and in whom we place our hopes 
_ of future felicity. 


How often I think on the scenes of my child- 


hood, 
The meadows and fields where the wild flow- 
ers grew ; 
The orchards, the pond, the glade, and the 
wildwood, 
And the social delights that my infancy knew. 


The dew-spangled lawn, and the green grassy 
meadow, 
The copse where the birds warbled sweetly 
their lay ; 
Where oft in the wide-spreading trees’ ample 
shadow 
We felt the sea breeze in the heat of the 


day, 


I remember the road, with its winding and 


turning, 
The green living hedgerow that skirted the 


Fay. 5 
The field *t énelos’d whore tiie brick-kiln was 
burning, 


And the pits where they dug up the smooth 


yellow clay. 


And I have not forgot when 2 storm Was a 
coming, 

The hoarse rumbling noise of the waves of 
the sea ; 
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The old hollow log where the partridge was 
drumming, 

And the woodpecker pecking the hollow cak- 
tree. 


I remember the old-fashion’d mansion we 
liv’d in, 
With the bay and the beach, and the ocean 
in view ; 
The swamp and the brake where the singing- 
birds built in, 
And the trees by the lane where the thorn- 
apples grew. 


In that old-fashion’d house in this lov’d situa- 
tion, 
With small panes of glass, and the clean oak- 
en floors ; 
Content was our lot, and no fear of invasion, 
Not a bar, nor a lock, nor a bolt to the 
doors. : 


But what was the cause of that tranquil enjoy- 
‘ ment ? 

Not the house, nor the fields, nor the pros- 

pects so rare ; 
Not the orchards, nor pond, nor the rural em- 
_— ployment, 
ee ihe dearly lov'd friends of my bosom 
~~ were there. we 


An the day that we parted, the heart-rending 
“anguish 
No: pen can describe, neither pencil portray ; 
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To me all the beauties around seem’d to lan- 
a guish, 


And all the gay scenes quivkly faded away, 


‘Those transient enjoyments how fair and how 
fickle 
They spring up and bloom like the flowers 
in May ; ‘ 
But trouble and care thrust in the sharp sickle, 
They're cut down, and wither, and die in a 


day. 


But the joys of the faithful are ever increasing, 
Their source is celestial, their Author di- 
vine ; 4 
_ In the truth they rejoice, and their prospects 
are pleasing, 
© Jn glory and beauty for ever to shine. 


There is nothing more instructing to 
‘mankind than the history of past time.— 
What darkness and obscurity would cover 
the past ages, if there had been no record 
made and handed down to us of those 
times: what a relief to the mind has the 
Bible afforded us; here we have an ac- 
count of the beginning of the creation of 
the heaven and the earth, and the progress 
of the work of an Almighty hand during 
six days; also the institution of a day of 
rest ; the origin of man, their history from 
Adam to Noah, the deluge, who were sa- 
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-yed in the ark, their generations, their 


transmigrations, the confusion of language 
in the land of Shinar, the generations from 
Shem to Abram, the promise made to 
Abram, his amiable disposition exempli- 


"fied in settling.a dispute: an example so 


consonant with the precepts of the Gos- 
pel should never be forgotten—an ielder 
laying aside at once, so easily and volun- 
tarily, all his just claims to superiority, 
and for the sake of restoring peace, and 
preserving it, gives the preference to his 
nephew Lot. “ There was a strife be- 
tween the herdmen of Abram’s cattle, and 
the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and Abram 
said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, T pray 
thee, between me and thee, and between 
my herdmen and thy herdmen, for we are 
prethren. Is not the whole land before 
thee ? separate thyself, Tpray thee, from 
me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then 
I will go to the right; or if thou depart 
to the right hand, then i will go the left.”” 
If all mankind were actuated by such a 
spirit and principle as this, discord would 
fly from the habitations of men, weapons 
of war could be converted into imple- 
ments of husbandry, and there would be - 
no more necessity for men to learn the art 


of destroying each other. Examples like 
this are above all praise, and should be 
followed and imitated by all who wish to 
be happy in this world or in that which is 
to come. 

After the separation of Abram and 
Lot, Abram’s love and friendship did not 
appear to be in the least abated: when 
he heard of the captivity of Lot and his 
household, with what fervent zeal did he 
fly to their deliverance; and when he was 
informed, that the wickedness of the in 
habitants was likely to bring destruction 
upon the city where his nephew dwelt, 
with what earnest sdlicitude did he be- 
seech the Lord to spare the place; and 
such was the. goodness of his heart, that 

appeared to have no doubt buat there 
were at least ten righteous persons in the 
city, and therefore, when he obtained the 
promise, that should there be found ten 
righteous persons therein, the city should 
be spared for the ten’s sake, he appeared’ 
perfectly satisfied that the city would be 
saved, but alas, the ten were not to be 
found. ? 

Although the Scriptures of truth, writ- 
ten by inspiration, are incomparably supe- 
rior to all other writings, yet other records 
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are frequently of great use in conveying 
aknowledge, whereby mankind may be 
benefited. 

The history of the church, from the 
days of the apostles to the time of the re- 
formation, is not among the least. Neale’s 
History of the Puritans describes a series 
of arrogant, cruel persecutions, and the 
sufferings of the pious, that show, on the 
one hand, the most consummate bigotry, 
and on the other the most patient endu- 
rance and resignation. 

_ Sewell’s history of the rise and pro- 
gress of the people called Quakers, is a 
very interesting history and is considered 
by them of great value. In the account of 
the sufferings of that people, we may see 
a farther confirmation of the word of truth, 
that all who will live godly in Christ Je- 
sus shall suffer persecution ; and this has 
always been the case, whenever a Chris- 
tian Church have declined so far from: ~ 
piety and the simplicity of the Gospel,’ 
that their ministers have usurped an un- 
warraptable dominion over the members, 
become greedy of great emoluments for 
their services, and, as a natural: conse- 
quence, their preaching has become for- 
mal and of but little use, and their lives. 
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not the mostexemplary. They generally 
have sought to have their authority estab- 
lished by secular power, and those that 
oppose their nefarious designs come di- 
rectly under the Jash of persecution ; they 
are called schismatics and heretics, are 
driven from the Church and their names 
Cast out as evil, and their persecutors warn 
those who are subservient to their wishes, 


not to have any communion or fellowship, 


with them: and we learn from history, 
that, whenever those persecuting priests 
have had power sufficient for their pur- 
poses, they have pursued their intended 
Victims, to prison or banishment ; and 
*S9metimes the halter ended the life of the 
sufferer, and frequently fire and faggot put 
a finishing stroke to the sacrifice, and 
added horrors to the catastrophe. The 
extremity of suffering commonly fell 
upon those pious ministers who favoured 
the cause of the people, and protested 
against the unjust and oppressive proceed- 
ings of those avaricious and wicked 
priests. The devout members, who sym- 
pathized with their suffering ministers, 
were driven to the necessity of withdraw- 
ing from the pompous formal Church (for 
light has no. fellowship with darkness) 


—* 
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and associating, for the sake of christian 
fellowship and communion: thus were 
the faithful, humble followers of the ado- 
rable Redeemer united, and thus, in the 
midst of dangers, desolation and death, a 
living ministry anda holy church have 
been preserved. 

The Wesleys, when they set out to 
raise a holy people in the year 1737, 
screened themselves ina great measure 
from persecution by bringing their adher- 
ents to, and incorporating them with the 
national Church, of which they themselves 
were members, yet they had to suffer re- 
proach, and calumny was profusely 
‘heaped upon them. . By instituting class- 
meetings, and other means of promoting 
piety and holy living, a line of distinc- 
tion was drawn between these associations 
and the ordinary members of the Church, 
and they were known by the appellation 
of Methodists. In the year 1766 socie- 
ties of the same denomination began to be 
formed in America, and were known by 
the name of Methodist Societies until the 
year 1784, when they took the Episco~ 
pal order, and afterwards the name of the 
Methodist Episcopal: Church. They ins 
creased greatly in numbers and popular- 
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ity, and assumed a dignity unknown before 
among them. ‘The clergy formed a Dis- 
cipline without consulting the laity, and 
took the government of the church upon 
themselves, which they retain to this day; 
although the people have frequently peti- 
tioned the Conference for a lay represen- 
tation, they have not yet obtained it: 
and from recent acts of the conferences, 
it will appear as if, instead of the clergy 
being willing to have their power dimin- 
ished, they wish to have it increased be- 
yond their present authority to enforce. 
These, with proceedings upon the same 
principle, have given rise to a society dis- 
tinguished from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, by the name of the Methodist 
Society. And while we attempt to give 
an historical sketch of the rise and pro- 
gress of the Methodist Society in the city 
-of New-York, we shall endeavour, as 
much as possible, to avoid every expres- 
sion that might wound the feelings of 
those pious friends with whom some of 
us were lately connected in church fel- 


lowship and communion, whom we still. 


love and highly esteem ; but as we have 
been so frequently solicited to give some 
reason why we withdrew from the Mieth- 
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odist Episcopal church, we shall, for the 
sake of such inquirers, lightly touch on 
some of the leading causes, and pass over 
the others in silent love and forbearance, 
endeavouring to bury them in everlast- 
ing forgetfulness; for if we should men- 
tion every particular circumstance rela- 
tive thereto, we have no reason to believe 
that those who wish to retain their as- 
sumed power, or those who are advo- 
cates for usurped domination, would ac- 
knowledge that we had sufficient cause. 
for refusing to submit to, or remain under 
such power and dominion. 

But we think we have an incontestible 
right of lawfully associating as we have 
done, and of forming a Discipline for the 
government of ourselves, while we do not © 
infringe on the rights of others: but if 
those who are at liberty to go free are 
willing to be brought to the door, or unto 
the door-post, and let their. masters bore 
their ears through with an awl, and be- 
come their servants for ever, (see Exodus 


xxi. 6.) we have no objections to make; 


Jet such persons have their choice with- 
out blame; we do not wish to have those 
in our society who have not wisdom suf- 
ficient to conduct themselves with pro- 
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_“priety without compulsion; and those 
who have not, it is presumed, can easily 
find masters; the greatest difficulty is to 
find good ones: for those who have the 
greatest propensity or inclination to ex- 

_-ercise authority over their fellow-crea- 
tures, generally have the least qualifica- 
tions to govern. Mankind, by nature, have 
a jealous, envious disposition: monarchs 
have an enmity towards republics; and 
those who are advocates for kingly pow- 
er, or aristocracy, are unfriendly to re- 
publicans; slaves generally dislike those 
that are free, and slave-holders, such as 
wish to exercise their natural rights. 

We were not of those who reiterated 
their complaints in memorials and peti- 
tions to the General Conference without 
effect, for a lay representation in that 
body, that they might have a voice in 
forming those rules by which the whole 
society in the United States were to be 
governed ; nor did we complain of having 
preachers stationed among us without our 
advice or consent; or of contributing to- 
wards their support, nor of supporting — 
presiding elders, whom we consider worse — 
than useless, until those preachers pre- 
tended to have jurisdiction over the tem— 
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poral, as well as spiritual concerns of the 
church, and to act accordingly. But we 
first began to remonstrate against the 
procedure of the trustees, when, witha 
heavy debt on the church, and a suit in 
chancery undetermined, they resolved to 
take down the old meeting-house in John- 
street, and build a new one, and another 
at the Bowery Village. We objected, 
because we thought the commencement 
premature, and because, from the dispo- 
sition of the leading men in the board of 
trustees at that time, we were afraid that 
they would build too expensively, and 
the event proved that our fears were not 
groundless: but neither warnings nor en- 
treaties appeared to have any good efiect ; 
they proceeded, and the debt of ‘the 
church was increased to more than thir- 
ty thousand dollars. If those men have 
any pleasure in viewing the effects of 
their folly, let them enjoy it; we have no 
reason to envy their situation. 

When the term expired for which those 
trustees where elected, who were con- 
dered the most forward in unnecessary 
expences, other persons were elected in 
their places, who, it was confidently be- 
lieved and expected, would conduct the 
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affairs of the church with better economy. 
The prudent, plain part of the society, 
began to think of devising some means of 
decreasing the expenses of the church, 
and instituting a sinking fund for paying 
the debt in which the church was now 
involved.. Tranquillity, it was hoped, 
was now restored, and the prospect be- 
gan to brighten; but this was of but short 
duration, for soon those who had been 
the cause of increasing the debt of the 
church, with their adherents, began to 
call select meetings for the purpose, it 
was said, of altering the mode of nomi- 
nating and electing trustees. The preach- 
er incharge, and others, were very active 
in the encouraging and attending those 
meetings. In the mean time the follow- 
ing letter was written and addressed to a 
. person who had been appointed a mem- 
ber of a committee on this subject, and 
was published. 


(LETTER.) 


Dear Sir, 
I understand that you are one of 
a committee who have been appointed to 
také into consideration the present diffi- 
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culties said to be existing in the society 
of which we area part, and to suggest some 
plan to remove them. If 1 have been 
rightly informed the greatest difficulty 
complained of, is, from a part of the so- 
ciety feeling themselves aggrieved (as they 
say ) by reason of not having a person or 
persons of their own choice to represent 
them in the board of Trustees. : 

If we would with one consent lay aside 
all unjust, unnecessary and improper dis- 
tinctions, the whole ground of this com- 
plaint would be removed; and, having no 
foundation to rest upon, like the baseless 
fabric of a vision,” vanish away. 

The Methodist society in this city are, 
by agreement and by law, one indivisible 
body, as it respects the property and tem- 
poral concerns of the Church; and the 
Legislature of the state by their Acts have 
considered them’so, and have passed 
Laws to protect and preserve each indi- 
vidual member in the exercise and posses- 
sion of their equal and undivided rights. 

And the Legislature,being a body com- 
petent to judge, because tliey are disinter- 
ested, (to prevent disputes from arising 
upon this subject in the society among 
the members, who are not considered con 
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petent to judge of, andsettle such disputes 
and disagreements among themselves, 
being all equally interested,) have enact- 
ed laws, directing the manner and forms 
to be observed by the society in the elect- 
ing persons of their own body, called 
trustees,_ to take the charge and oversight 
of the property and eflects belonging to 
that body. And when the existing laws 
are complied with, and the persons chosen 
for Trustees are elected according to law, 
there is no cause of complaint, because a 
majority of those who had equal rights of 
choosing have decided in favour of the 
person or persons elected ;_ therefore all 
the trustees thus chosen, are trustees for 
the whole and every part of the society 
in the city of New-York, without any 
partial distinction ; and so far from any 
of them being representatives of any par- 
ticular part only, they and each of them 
“are seryants of the whole body, and con- 
sequently of each particular member of 
‘that body, under the protection, and sub- 
ject to the laws of the land, and the dis- 
cipline of the church to which they be- 
long. Ifthe trustees act with partiality, 
they are amenable to the whole body 5 
and being elective, the remedy is obvious 
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in the exercise of the legal rights of the 
members of that body : the trustees hav- 
ing no legislative powers delegated to 
them, there can be no complaint of want 
of representation in that respect: if they 
do their duty as faithful servants, the so- 
ciety ought to be satisfied ; and if any of 
the members are too proud and self-willed 
to submit to the opinion and choice of the 
majority legally expressed, and should 
stir up strife and discord in the society, 
or propose any coercive measures for the 
purpose of counteracting the regular course 
of the business of the trustees in managing 
the temporal concerns of the society, - 
such persons ought to be reproved, ad- 
monished, and advised to desist; and in- 
stead of stirring a spirit of contention,they 
should be exhorted to be humble, meek, 
patient, loving and kind; and to afford 
every assistance, by all means in their 
power to promote the prosperity, love, 
peace and harmony of the Society. This 
would not only be praiseworthy, but 
would redound to their honour in the 
sight of their brethren, and in the opinion 
of every good person of their acquaintance. 
But if they should refuse to listen to re- 
proof, or hearken to wholesome advice, 
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and still -continue to be refractory, mea- 
sures ought to be taken to convince them 
that the peace and harmony of the Socie- 
ty is not to be sacrificed for the sake of 
retaining in its body a member, or a few. 
individuals, who, while they remain, will 
not suffer the body to be at peace. 
Any attempt to meetthe views, or to 
accommodate ourselves to the wishes of 
_ aperson or persons*actuated by the rest- 
_ less spirit of pride, self-will and discord, 
while we retain the spirit of love, meek- 
ness and humility, would not only be fu- 
tile and vain, but would increase the dis- 
order, and prove injurious to our own 
souls. But with “ hearts resign’d, sub- 
missive, meek, where Jesus reigns alone,” 
we should endeavour to meet each other’s 
views in the choice of trustees, and if we 
could not be of one mind or opinion, as 
to the most suitable persons previous to 
the election, after it should have been de- 
cided by the greatest number of votes, we 
should be satisfied, not setting a greaier- 
value on our own opinions than on the 
opinions of others. ° ia ae 
Seeing then that the difficulties existing 
on this head are chiefly imaginary, and 
that with proper views: and suitable dis- 
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Positions they all can be amicably settled, 
let us now turn our attention to difficulties 
that really do exist, and require the com- 
bined efforts of the trustees and all the 
other members of the society to over-_ 
come, 

While we are disputing about difficul- 
ties that only exist in the imagination, a 
debt, already too large, is daily increas- 
ing. With all our collections we have — 
Not raised money enough to pay the inter- 
est, and the common and contingent ex- 
penses of the Church the last year, by 
more than six hundred dollars; and from 
information (though not official) of a late 
decision of the Court of Errors, our diffi- 
culties are greatly increased, by having to 
refund avery considerable sum, and to 
pay the cost-of a long protracted suit in 
Chancery.—These are real and serious 
evils, for which we are not likely to finda 
remedy in our futile disputations.—But 
Jaying aside all envy, strife and animosity, 
each in love preferring one another, our 
combined efforts, by patient perseverance, 
will enable us to cancel the debt, and con- 
sequently obviate all the difficulties and 
inconveniences arising out of it. 

The last year the quarterly and class 
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collections have fallen considerably short 
of paying the expenses of the preachers, 
and the trustees have recently resolved 
not to make any further provisions for 
the preachers after the rising of the An- 
nual Conference in June next, than that 
which they aré allowed by the Discipline, 
which is the quarterly, collections, and the 
privilege of making collections in the 
' classes. 

Many ways and means have been — 
thought of, to produce a sinking fund for 7 
the payment of the debt; but none of 
them have been put in operation, partly 
on account of the pressure of the times, 
and partly on account of the seeming un- q 
settled state of the society. ‘There has — 
been a calculation and -estimate made, 
which appears feasible and very easy ; ; 
which is, that if one half of the persons _ 
that compose our congregations on the 
Sabbath days, would, without withholding 
or giving less in the common collections, 
ouly put into boxes to be provided for 
that purpose, one cent every time they 
come to church, it would pay the whole 
debt of the church in less than ten years. 
Tf we can be agreed, the experiment can 
do no harm ; and if it should succeed ac- 
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cording to the calculation, it will be of 
great importance : but it can easily be 
imagined that the objection of Naaman 
will be made to it—it is too simple and 
easy for those who think of nothing but 
great things; but those who will give 
themselves the trouble of calculating, see- 
ing what great things may be accomplish- 
ed by perseverance in the use of small, . 
means, can have no objections to trying 

the experiment. 
With great respect and consideration, 
I remain your obedient servant. 


New-York, April 10, 1820. 


These proceedings and meetings conti- 
nued until the meeting of the annual con- 
ference in New-York, in 1820. The re- 
sult of-those meetings was then laid be- 
fore the Conference and referred to a 
committee, who, in their report, recom- 
mended a petition to the legislature of 
this state to pass an act, to enable them 
to inforce the peculiarities of their Disci- 
pline, which was agreed to by a majority 
of the conference. This caused great 
uneasiness ; but the petition was not pre-- 
sented according to the resolution. Soon 
after the conference rose, the preacher left 
in charge, or what is called the ruling 
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preacher began to intefere more than 
ever with the temporal concerns of the 
church and the business of the trustees, 
and had préceeded so far in the forepart 
of the month of July, as to derange their 
accounts in such a manner, that they could 
not have reported an account of their pro— 
ceedings to the society, which would have 
been satisfactory to themselves. ‘This, 
taken in connection with a long chain of 
insult and ill usage, caused four of the 
trustees to resign their situation in the 
board of trustees ; and on the 13th of July 
a number ofthe members withdrew from 
the church, and soon after united them- 


selves under the following articles, which” 


they caused to be printed and delivered to 
the leaders, and distributed amongst the 
members and others, as the foundation of 
their association. 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 


J. Tue Bible will be their rule of Dis- 
cipline. 

II. Each member, male and female, 
shall have a yote in the choice of Preach~ 
ers, and the allowance to be made for 
their services. 
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III. Disputes or disagreements between 
members, to be settled by three, five, or 
seven members of the Society, as may be 
agreed upon. If the dispute is between 
men, it shall be left to men to settle: if 
between women, to be left to women. 

IY. Persons to be tried for transgress- 
ing against the good order of the Society, 
shall have the fairest opportunity possible 
of obtaining an impartial jury. 

V. The members will all be classed 
in classes of about twenty members each, 
and will be met once a week by a Leader 
of their own choice. 

VI. The members, having equal rights, 
may form such rules for regulating and 
promoting the good of the Society, as may: 
be thought expedient by a majority of the 
mentbers. 


Some of the members of the Society 
then hired the use of a School-room, 
No. 63 Chrystie-street, for the purpose of 
meeting for Divine worship. On the 16th 
they had meeting, and W. M. Stilwell, 
an Elder of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, preached, and after sermon gave 
notice that he had withdrawn from that 
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Church, and now joined himself to the 
Methodist Society; at the same time giv- 
ing an invitation to any or every person 
present, who wished to join the Society, 
to come forwardy when about one hun- 
dred came, and had their names enrolled. 
After that they took legal measures to have 
the Society incorporated. On the 8th day 
of August they had an election of Trus- 
tees, when George Taylor, jun. Michael 
D. Higgins, Edward Sturman, Morris 
D’Camp, Daniel Sutton, and Richard 
Miller, were elected. On the 9th, the 
Certificate of Incorporation was record- 
ed by the name of The Methodist Socje- 


ty in the City of New-York, which soon. 


increased to 300. In the mean time the 
Society met, and appointed a committee 
to draw up Articles of Faith and General 
Rules, which they did, and reported the 
saine to the Society ina meeting called 
for the purpose, when they were adopted 
without a dissenting voice, and which we 
here insert: they are as follows— 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH AND GENERAL 
RULES. 
Arricze I. 

We believe in God the Father Almigh- 
ty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ his only begotten Son our 
Lord; and that he was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci- 
fied, dead, and buried ; that he arose again 
the third day; that he ascended into hea- 
ven, and sitteth at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; and from thence 
shall come again, at the end of the world, 
.to judge the quick and thedead. We be- 
lieve in the Holy Ghost, the communion 
of saints, the remission of sins; the re- 
Surrection of the body, and everlasting life 
after death. 


Arr. II. 

We believe in the Old and New Testa- 
ments, as given by the inspiration of God, 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, 

Art. IIL. 


We believe that Jesus Christ, by his . 
death, has purchased salvation for all; and 
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that God is no respecter of persons; but 
he that feareth him and worketh righte- 
ousness, is accepted of him. 

Arr. LY. 

We believe in the ordinances of Bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper, as instituted 
by Christ; and that every one should be 
fully persuaded in their own mind, as to 
the manner in which they may receive the 
same. 


o 
On these plain Articles of Faith we have 


founded the following Ruuss, as being — 
agreeable to the Scriptures, and ne-- 
cessury to be observed, both for the 
welfare of society here and for salva- 
tion hereafter. ‘ 


This Society is united in order to pray A 


together, to receive the word of exhorta- 
tion, and to watch over one another in 


- love, that they may help each other to 


work out their salvation. The Society is 
divided into Classes, according to their re- 


spective places of abode. ‘There are 
about twenty persons in a Class, one of 
* whom is the Leader, who is chosen by the 


members. 
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It is his duty to meet his Class once a 
week, to inquire how their souls prosper, 
to advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as 
occasion may require. 

There is one condition required of those 
who desire admission into this Sociéty— 
A desire to flee from the wrath to come, 
and to be saved from their sins. 

It is expected of all who continue there- 
in, that they should continue to evidence 
their desire of salvation,—By doing no 
harm, by avoiding evil of every kind: such 
as taking the name of God in vain, the 
profaning the day of the Lord, by doing 
ordinary work thereon, or buying or sell- 
ing. ie 

Drinking spiritous liquors, except in 
cases of necessity. 

The buying or selling of men, women, 
or children, with an intention to enslave 
them. 

Fighting, quarreling, brawling; brother 
going to law with brother; returning evil 
for evil, or railing for railing ; or using 
the weapons or engines of war for the 
purpose of depriving any person or per- 
sons of their rights, life, liberty, or pro- 
perty. 

The buying or selling goods that have 
not paid the duty. 
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The giving or taking things on unlaw- 
ful interest. 
Uncharitable conversation; particu 
larly speaking evil one of another. 
Doing to others as we would not they 
should do unto us. 
rag putting on of gold or costly appa- 
rel. 
Taking such diversions as have a ten- 
dency to draw the mind from piety; singing 
songs, or reading books that have the 
like tendency. 
Needless self-indulgence, 
Borrowing or buying without a proba- 
bility of paying. 

It is expected of those who continue in _ 
_ this Society, that they should continue to 
_ evidence their desire of salvation. 

By doing good, by being in every kind 
merciful after their power, as they have op- 
pertunity ; doing good of every possible 
sort, and as far as is possible to all men, 
using diligence and frugality that the gos- 
pel be not blamed. : ) 

By running with patience the race — 
which is set before them, denying them- 

selves, and taking up their cross daily 5 

submitting to bear the reproach of Christ, 
when men say all manner of evil of them 

falsely for the Lord’s sake. q 
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It is expected of all who desire to con- 
tinue in this Society, ; 

That they will attend on the public wor- 
ship of God, the ministry of the word, 
either read or expounded; the Supper of 
the Lord, family and private prayer, search- 
ing the Scriptures, and abstinence. 

‘These are the General Rules of our So- 
ciety; ifany among us break any of them, ° 
they shall be admonished privately ; if 
they do not amend, two or three shall vi- 
sit them for reproof, and if satisfaction is 
not given, they shall be reported to the 
Charch: we will bear with them for a sea- 
son, but if they do not repent and reform, 
they have no more place among Use 


Me 


ON GOVERNMENT. 


I. Each member, male and female, shall 
have a vote in the choice of Preachers, 
and the allowance to ‘be made for their 
- services. 

II. All officers in the church, shall be 
elected by the Society, according to the 
rules and regulations thereof. 

_ TIT. All the temporal affairs of the So- 
ciety shall be managed by the Officers of 
their own choice. 
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IV. All the male members of 21 years 
of age, and upwards, shall compose a body 
before whom all appeals from the decision 
of the Monthly Conference may come, 
and the names of all of whom shall be 
kept on tickets, in a box provided for the 
purpose, from whence shall be drawn all 
committees for the examination of all ac- 
cused persons.—Except in cases of wo- 
men, where it may be deemed improper 
for men to investigate; when a committee 


- of women shall be appointed to examine, 


and report to the Monthly Conference, 
Y. The Preachers, together with the 
Trustees, Leaders, Stewards, and all the 
official characters, shall constitute a bod 
to whom all reports of the decision of 


_ Committees shall be made, and who shall 


try and decide all cases of appeal from 


_ the decision of Committees, affecting the 


standing of any member of Society. For 
which purpose, there shall be a meeting 
once a month, to be called the Monthly 
Conference. Provided, that any member 
may have the right of an appeal to the 
Society, as provided in the fourth article, 
who shall hear the evidence read, and 
vote upon the same without debate, and if 
the decision of the Monthly Conference 


' 


7 
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is reversed, the person shall not be tried 
again on the same charge. 


The above articles of faith, with the 
rules and regulations, have been adopted 
by the Society ; and other matters relating 
to discipline will be attended to as occa- 
sion may require. 

New-York, July 24, 1821. 
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The Society continued to increase, so 
that an adjoining school-room was con- 
nected with the first, to accommodate the 
congregation, but proving too small, the 
Trustees then took measures for building ¥ 
a Meeting-house ; and on the first day of 
September, obtained possession of ground 
for that purpose on the east side of Chrys- 
tie-street, between Pump and Hester 
streets; andon the 31st day of December 
they had erected a Meeting-house, the 
walls of stone and brick, of about 50 by 78 
feet (with basement story) completely 
plastered inside, seated, and furnished 


with stoves and lamps, aud was on that 


day opened and dedicated to the worship 
of God, in the presence of a crouded con- 
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gregation. Little children could not be 
better pleased with their innocent amuse- 
ments, than these plain honest-hearted 
Methodists were, when engaged in build- 
ing their Meeting house; and the satisfac- 
tion they enjoyed in anticipating the pri- 
vilege they should have of being accom- 
modated with a convenient house to meet 
and worship in, free from strife and con- 
troversy, is indescribable and the blessings 
of Heaven on their exertions, will, it is be- 
lieved, be remembered with thankfulness, 
as long as any of them shall retain the 
power of recollection. 

Irom the commencement, the Society 
had been greatly persecuted and slander- 
ed, and especially their Preacher, which 
called from his pen a small pamphlet, en- 
titled “The Rights of the People Vindi- 
cated, in an explanation of the views of 
the Methodist Society established in New- 
York, August 9th, 1820.” “Let every 
man speak truth with his neighbour.” 


RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, &c. 


“PACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS,” 


Fo all whom it may concern, 


Wuen men of standing and respectability, 
in a religious society, publish to the world 
their meaning, or intention, in regard to any 
act they may have committed; it would 
naturally be supposed that candour and good 
faith should show itself throughout their com- 
munication. Whether this has been the case, 
in an address, published August 11, 1820, 
and signed by several ministers, relative to the 
proceedings of the General and New-York 
Annual Conferences, of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church—let the world judge. The rule 
of General Conference is, ‘that in future we 
will admit no charter, deed, or conveyance, 
for any house of worship, to be used by us, 
unless it be secured, that we may execute the 
discipline of the church, according to the true 
meaning and purport of our deed of seltlement. 
Itis said in the address, that reports had gone 
forth, that the New-York Annual Conference 
designed to possess themselves of the property 
belonging to the Methodist E. Church: if the 
mean by this, that an idea was inculcated, 
that they were to take possession of the pro- 
perty, to sell, or appropriate to their own indi- 
vidual purposes, it can hardly be supposed, 
that one person is so ignorant as to believe it 
possible for them to obtain such a right. But 
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if they mean that it was understood that they 
wished to possess the supreme controul and 
authority over that property, I think in their 
address they have sufficiently proved it. What 
does their deed of sett/ement say, to which they 
so repeatedly ref{er:—it reads thus, (after going 
through the formal part:) “that the person to 
whom the deed is made out in trust, and their 
successors in office for ever, shall erect, and 
build, or cause to be erected and built thereon, 
a house, or place of worship, for the use of 
the members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Charch, in the United States of America, ac- 
cording to the rules and discipline which from 
time to time may be agreed upon, and adopt- 
ed by the ministers and preachers of the said 
Church, at their General Conferences, in the 
United States of America.” And again, « that 
as often as any ore or more of the Trustees, 
herein before mentioned, shall die, or cease 
to be a member, or members, of said Church, 
according to the rules and discipline as afore- 
said,” [which can be altered from time to 
time, without the consent of the people,} 


- “then, and in such case, it shall be the duty 


of the stationed minister or preacher, who shall 
have the pastoral charge of the members of 
said church, to cal] a meeting of the remain- 
ing frustees, as soon as conveniently may be3 
and when so met, the said minister or preacher, 
shall proceed to nominate one or more per- 
sons, to fill the place, or places, of him, or 
them, whose office, or offices has been vacated 
as aforesaid. And the said trustecs,” [not the 
people] “ so assembled, shall proceed to elect, 
and by a majority of votes appoint, the person 
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or persons so nominated, to fill such vacancies, 
in order to keep up the number of nine trus- 
tees for ever: end in case of an equal number 
of votes, for and against the said nomination, 
the stationed minister or preacher, shall have the 
casting vole.” And again, “ whenever it shall 
be necessary to sell any of the property - to 
pay any debt, it says, “ the remainder shall be 
deposited in the hands of the stewards, to be 
at the disposal of the next yearly conference, _ 
to be appropriated according to their judg- 
ments, for the use of the society.” According 
to the above then, what idea could be receiv- 
ed, but that in all things, temporal, and spirit- 
ual, in relation to church matters, the people 
should be fully subject to the preachers. But 
it is said, “ the deed may be modified according 
to the usages of the different states, &e.” but 
does it show, that they intend so to modify their 
deeds, when they ask of the Legislature @ spe- 
cial act of incorporation. Again, it is said, they 
had no intention of altering the manner of 
electing trustees. Their acts and intention 
then, very unhappily disagree, and would ap- 
pear very much like saying one thing and 
meaning another. Look at the preamble to 
the resolution passed by the New-York Con- 
ference—it reads thus, “ that in order to ob- 
viate the difficulties which do now, and have 
for some time past, existed inthis city i res- 
pect to the appointment of trustees, it is both 
expedient, and necessary, for the Conference 
to recommend to the people of their charge, to 
petition the Legislature of this state, at its next 
session, for an act of incorporation, which 
shall recognize the peculiarities of our form of 
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government, and thereby enable us more fully 
and effectually, to execute the discipline of our 
church, This your Committee think to be ne- 
cessary, not only to regulate the affairs of our 
church inthis city, but also throughout the 
state. Such is the present law of this state, in 
respect to the incorporation of religious socie- 
ties, that the drustees of our church, in the ex- 
ercise of their function, either cannot or will 
not conform to the requirements of our disci- 
pline.” Now let any impartial‘person read the 
above, andsay whether they would suppose 
that trustees were to be elected as formerly, if 
an act of incorporation, according to their own 
resolution, should be obtained—which reads 
us: 

1. “ Resolved, That a Committee of five be 
appointed to prepare a memorial to be pre- 
sented to the Legislature of this state, at.their 
next session, praying them for a special Act of 
Incorporation for our church, throughout the 
state, in conformity to the rules and regula- 
tions of our discipline ; and that the said Gom- 
mittee be instructed to furnish each presiding 
Elder with twenty printed copies of said me- 
morial. 

2. © Resolved, That it shall be the duty of 
the Presiding Elders to furnish each preacher 
in their district who may travel in the state of 
New-York, with a copy of said memorial, and 
that it shall be the duty of all such preachers 
to use their endeavours to obtain subscribers, 
and to forward their names and memorials to 
the stationed preacher of pepeny. : 

3. “ Resolved, That a copy of this report be 

forwarded to the Genesee Conference, praying 
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them to co-operate with us in circulating a me~ 
morial on their circuits, in the bounds of their 
charge, which are within the limits of the state 
of New-York. : 

4. “ Resolved, That it be the duty of all those 
Preachers who obtain subscriptions to said me- 
morials, to forward them some time before the 
Next session of the Legislature of this state, to 
the preacher in charge in the city of Albany, 
to be by him presented to the state Legisla- 
ture. 

5. “ Resolved, That the committee, appoint- 
ed to prepare the before-mentioned memorial, 
be also instructed to prepare a draft of an act 
of incorporation, in conformity to the first re- 
Solution of this report, to be presented to the 
State Legislature. \ 

“ After reading the document submitted to 
them from Vermont, your Committee recom- 
mend to the brethren in that state, to take si- 
Mailar measures to obtain an act of incorpora- 
tion, or otherwise to proceed immediately to 
reorganize, according to the present statutes of 
the state, in such case as made and provided. 

To seek for legislative aid to enforce the 

iscipline of a church, isa step toward popery, 
that in this enlightened day we should suppose 
would hardly be submitted to, except by those 
Who have lost the spirit of Christianity and of 
reemen. Why was not the above preamble, 
With the resolutions, printed by them? because, 
these would be too glaring &@ contradiction. 
Alas, for the cause of Methodism, if such des- 
picable artifices must be resorted to.— Honesty 
ts the best policy. 

It is said, they wish for no other right than 
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to preach, administer the ordinances, and exe- 
cute the discipline of the church: any person 
may see from the above, how far their ideas of 
executing the discipline extend.* Tue bill 
for an act of incorporation as well as the me- 
morial, is now, it seems, to be submitted to the 


* And let it also be remembered, that the 
same discipline with its rules, may be altered 
from lime to time, to suit theirown minds, the 


people having no voice in the matter: so that - 


if they choose to sell or rent their seats, raise 
their sularies, revoke, alter, or change their ar- 
ticles of religion, do away Episcopacy, ‘or 
change the general rules of the United Socie- 
ties, (Mr. Wesley’s name for what is now 
termed the M.E. Church,) do away the rights 
and privileges of the preachers and people, of 
trial by committee, or of appeal, or appropria- 
ting even the produce of the book concern 
(whether paying @ man 1200 dollars per year is 
not already a step towards it,) or of the charter 
fund to other uses than to aid the poor preach- 
ers, and the widows and children,—they can 
doit, for thus reads the provision in the re- 
strictions on General Conference, “ provided 
nevertheless, that on the joint recommenda- 
tion of all the Annual Conferences, then a ma 
jority of two-thirds of the General Conference, 
succeeding, siail suffice to aller any of the 
above restrictions.” So that from this it may be 
seen, let them only retain the name, M. E. 
Church, and all property must belong to them, 
though there should not be a vestige of Wes- 
leyan Methodism remaining. : 
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people, so it ought to be: but was this the first 
intention. When a church gets so corrupted 
that its discipline cannot be enforced without 
the aid of the civil arm, it must be fallen in- 
deed. Take notice, whenever the legislature 
recognises the peculiarities of the Methodist dis- 
cipline, and passes a law to enable the minister to 
piforce it, the Methodists become the establish- 
ed order in the state.* O Methodism, where is 
thy blush! “ Tell it not in Gath, publish it not 
in Askelon !” after so many years braving 
all difficulties and opposition, now fo turn to 
the world foraid. But some other things have 
shewn that there was a desire to step a little to- 
wards those things, that have heretofore been 
reprobated.—witness a resolution passed, four 
years since, by the N. Y. Conference, after the 
Ceneral Conference had allowed table expen- 
ses, fuel, &c. in which they make it the duty 
of the circuit steward to apportion the amount 
necessary to pay the salary, table expenses, 
&c. of the preachers among the several socie- 
ties according to their abilily, and to invite 


‘every member to subscribe how much he 


would pay quarterly, for this purpose ; and yet; 
endeavours have been used to impress the 
minds of the people, that $100 for the man, 
$100 for his wife, and some little for his chil- 
dren, is all a preacher can receive: when in 
this city, according to the above, they received 


* Thave no fear that the Legislature will go “i 
as far as this, but it shews the disposition of 
the men who ask it. , ' , 
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from $600 to $800 per year.* Again, a Pre- 
siding Elder, (a depuly Bishop,) must have his 
table expenses, his fuel, his house rent, his 
travelling expenses, and his salary, for what? 
to keep up a system, (as we suppose) opposed 
to the gospel of Christ ; to hold the rod over 
_ the heads of his brethren; to keep them in 
slavish bondage, to dictate oftentimes to men 
their superiors in age, talents,.and judgment, 
as ministers of Christ; to use an influence, 
perhaps, by which certain men, are kept in 
- such stations and situations as they please in 
the Church, while the unassuming, humble, 
zealous minister, the plain, powerful preacher, 
is often kept at a humble distance ; sent to the 
extremities of the work, or perhaps driven to 
the necessity of locating, to maintain a grow- 
ing family ; while learning and oralory are 
putin the place of plainness and sincerity.t 
O! how muchis ease, honour, and the applause 
or the respect of the rich and great sought af- 
ter by some; and is not the discipline of the 
church oftentimes enforced upon the poor, 
whilst the rich trample it nnder foot ? witness 
in the building of churches, the dress of the 
members, admitting to love-feast. In the trials 
of preachers and members is there not a par- 
tiality shown ? is there not a continual neg- 
lect of the gospel precept, “ tell him his fault 


* These things are not mentioned, to say that 
the labourer is not worthy of his hire, but to 
shew the duplicity of some men. 


i “4 See a piece in the Methodist Magazine 
signed Monitor. 
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between thee and him alone ?’ Does not pride 
and highmindedness too much prevail? Is 
there not too much power assumed, and has it 
not been exercised. too rigidly ? I forbear: 
many more things might be said; but that 
Being who puts down, and raises up ; who 
has the control of churches as well as nations, 
will take his own cause in hand; he will havea 
people, and he says, “ Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, and I will receive 
you; and ye shall be my sons, and my dangh- 
ters, saith the Almighty.” May God help us to 
eye his glory, to do his will, to deny ourselves, 
take up our cross and follow Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


— 


The above has been written some time, and 
would long before this have been given to the 
public ; but it was thought best to avoid, as far 
as possible, saying any thing on the subject 
But as attempts are making to impress the 
minds of the people with an idea, that the 
Separation which has taken place is without 
any cause, it is thought best to let.it be pub- 
lished. 

For some years it has been thought that 
pride, and a conformity to the world, has shewn 
itself increasing in the M. E. C. and that power 
and influence has been exercised too much by 
Many of the preachers: on this account many 
of the people have wished for a society to rise, 
who should be plain, and placed on their pro- 
per footing, And as many of the local preach- 
ers, of lovg standing, both Elders:and Dea- 
cons, have been thrown into the shade by the 
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travelling preachers, who, by the Tittle respect 
they have generally paid them, have caused 
them to Jose that respect and influence, which 
ministers of Christ ought always to possess 
among the people: and as all power of alter- 
ing old rules, or making new ones, is altogether 
in the hands of a few. individuals of the travel- 
ling preachers, by which the whole system of 
ancient Methodism is like to be overturned ; 
and feeling,that as Christians, and freemen, we 
are at liberty to adopt such rules and regula- 
tions, as shall be agreeable to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity ;—We purpose, that all temporal con- 
cerns shall be managed by the people ; that in 
all meetings of business, whether quarterly or 
annual Conferences, thereshall be a delegation 
from the circuit, or station; to preserve to the 
people a proper representation; and that all 
ordained preachers, local or travelling, shall 
sit in the Conferences, together with the dele- 
gates from each circuit and station ; that when- 
ever new rules are made, or old ones revised, 
itshall be done by an equal number of preach- 
ers and delegated members. And as preach- 
ers have often been imposed upon the people 
against their desires, we purpose that their 
requests shall be attended to, and their wishes 
gratified, as far as practicable. As war js an 
evil, we feel it our duty to protest against it ; 
but expect our members to be obedient to the 
government, paying such taxes as may be de- 
manded of them. And as upwards of 300 
members have incorporated themselves by the 
name of the ‘“‘Meruopisr Socirty,” and are 
now building a meeting-house, (about 50 by 
78 feet) in a centra} part of the city; and as a 
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‘discipline, suited to an itinerancy, will shortly 
be published; we hereby invite those who feel 
alove for souls, that are now ministers of 
Christ, and agree in sentiment with us, to give 
information concerning their situation and 
views. And as we expect that calumny and 
reproach will be cast upon us by the world, 
and bigotted professors, all we can say to those 
Who would serve God, is “ Seek first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness,” and look 
forward to “ the recompense of reward.” And 
as we wish all persons success, who seek to 
Win souls to Christ, we hope that in peace we 
may be allowed to live, and that all may have 
the privilege of free-agents, without being per- 
Secuted because they happen to differ from 
Others in Opinion respecting church govern- 
ment. And may that Being, in whom we — 
trust, enable us to walk according to our pro- 
fession : and to him be all the glory. 


New-York, Sept. 1820. 


_ A number of other preachers have 
Joined the Society; and among the num- 
ber Doctor Covil, who was an Elder in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church at the 
time he withdrew and joined the Meth- 
Odist Society. Thus far the Society 
lave proceeded, according to these ar- 
ticles and rules, in the most friendly and 
‘armonious manner ; always taking par- 
Ucular care to keep the spiritual and tem- 
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poral concerns as distinct as possible, so 
that the ministry should not be burdened 
with those things that come more proper- 
ly under the direction and management of 
the Trustees. 

The Society have chosen one minister, 
during their own pleasure, to see that the 
pulpit and ordinances are not neglected ; 
to register marriages, deaths, and bap- 
tisms; to take the names of those who 
wish to become candidates for member- 
ship in the Society ; to meet the official 
members at their monthly and quarterly 
conferences ; to give notice when the time 

_ of probationers expire, inquire concerning 
their general conduct, and the state of the 
Society ; to give notice of love-feasts and 
other meetings, &c. The Society still | 
continues to increase, and have two other 
preaching places in the city, one in Spring, 
and the other in Broome Street. It is 
now one year, this 16th day of July 1821, 
since the Society had their first meeting 
for Divine worship, and the number now ' 
in the Society, including probationers, | 
amounts to more than six hundred. The 
official members, and a committee ap- 
pointed by the Society, together with a 
number of ministers from different parts 
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of the country, have lately had a confer- 
ence in this city, for the purpose of finish- 
ing the Discipline, as far as is practicable 
and necessary for the present; and after 
deliberately and calmly considering and 
acting on the various subjects that called 
for their attention, they appointed a com- 
mittee to place in proper order the arti- 
cles agreed upon, and then adjourned. 

Ata meeting of the Society on Mon- 
day evening the 16th of July, 1821, the 

iscipline was read, approved by the So- 
ciety, and ordered to be printed, which 
has been done accordingly. 


We ought to be very thankful to that 


great and glorious Being, who in love and 
mercy hath gently cleared our way. Let 
us still endeavour to manifest more and 
More our thankfulness to Him, by pursu- 
ing, with increasing attention, the paths 
of peace and righteousness: and if any 

ave endeavoured to strew briars and 
thorns in our way, let us freely and fully 
forgive them; and in the language of our 
Suffering Redeemer, supplicate, in faith, 
the throne of grace in their behalf, “ Fa- 
ther, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do!” Following peace with 
all men, may patient, humble love, direct 
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every step of our subsequent life, be with 
us in death, and help us calmly to resign 
our spirits to Him who has prepared an 
habitation for them that love him, where 
they may rest from their labours. 


Long as TI live I'll bless thy name, 
My King, my God of love ; 

My work and joy shall be the same 
In the bright world above. 


Fathers to sons shall teach thy name, 
And children learn thy ways ; 
Ages to come thy truth proclaim, 
And nations sound thy praise. 
The world is manag’d by thy hands, 
Thy saints are rul’d by love ; 
And thine eternal kingdom stands, 
Though rocks and hills remove. 


The Society was first instituted by lay _ 
members, that had withdrawn from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, without any 
plan but the six Articles of Association ; 
they had no Minister, and no place pro- 
vided to meet in; they withdrew from 
the Church of which they had long been 
members, to avoid controversy respecting 
the management of the property and tem- 
poral concerns of the Church: all they 
had contributed towards purchasing bury- 
ing grounds and building meeting-houses 
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they left with their opponents without a 
tourmur, determined to pursue the paths 
of peace, and to worship the Lord in 
spirit and in truth, in private, if no other 
way should be provided, and to meet to- 
gether for social worship, if they could find 
a place suitable for the purpose. But it 
is believed that no one of the first asso- 
ciates, three of whom had lotely resigned 
their seats in the board of Trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, had any idea 
where that place would be found; how- 
ever they had nothing to fear, because 
their motives were pure ; therefore they 
could say, Whe Lord is our Shepherd, we _ 
shall not want. And the promise has 
been verified. here was no need of 
contrivance ; the first place they applied 
for, to meet in, was obtained without any 
difficulty, and the second added as soon 
as it was needful: preachers were ready 
to minister, and the Lord blessed them, 
and the people that attended. 

In the act of Incorporating, experience 
had taught them to select such men for 

Trustees, as were considered the most 
economical, and they were not disap- 
pointed in their choice; they have con- 
ducted or managed the business of the 


Church greatly to the-satisfaction of the 
Society, as has this day (the 31st of July, 
1821, the day of the election) been mani- 
fested in the re-election of two of the 
Trustees by a unanimous vote; they be- 
ing the first class, and the only two whose 
term expires on the 8th of August, 1821. 
Soon after the Society was incorpora- 
ted, they obtained ground to build a meet- 
ing-house on, at a fair consideration, in as 
convenient a situation as could have been 
desired ; the Society and other friends, 
assisted by subscriptions, and otherwise, 
and a@ meeting house was erected as be- 
fore related, and the amount of the debt 
now remaining on the Church is but about 
-two thousand dollars. 

The Society have appropriated quar- 
terly collections for the support of the 
Ministry: those collections have not 
amounted to much; but we have never 
heard any of our preachers say, It is not 
enough : and the reason is obvious, eve- 
ry one of them, like St. Paul, are using 
their best endeavours to support them- 
selves and their families so that they need 
not be chargeable to any ; (we mean our 
preachers in the City) it may be other- 
wise with an individual in a neighbouring 
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town. A number of societies connected 
with us have been formed in different 
parts of the country, which we shall give 
amore particular account of in our next 
Number, as we intend to continue to pub- 
lish the progress of the Society, not only 
here, but in every part, where we shall 
form connections. Although our preachers 
get but little money for their services, and 
some of them none at all, yet few minis- 
ters preach more; and if the labours of 
any are more eminently blest, in turning 
the wicked and ungodly from the error of 
their ways, we should be much pleased to 
hear, and very thankful to any person who 
would communicate such excellent news 
tous; and would join with them in thank- 
ful, humble adoration of that great and 
glorious Being, who only is able to raise 
up and qualify such excellent men, to go 
forth in vindication of righteousness and 
truth, and attend the words from their 
lips with the demonstration of his Spirit 
and power. 

We have never had a preacher or 
leader come into our Classes and say, 
How much will you subscribe a month, 
or a quarter, for the support of the preach- 
ers. We have never heard any of our 
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preachers say, Those who are able, anddo 
not subscribe according to their abilities, 
we will mark them; and those that give 
nothing, we will turn them out of Society, 


and destrey their good name, and make | 


them contemptible. We have never had 
leaders come into our classes and say, 
The quarterly and class collections are 
not sufficient to support our preachers; 
there is twenty, thirty, or forty dollars to 
_be raised in this class to pay the table ex- 
penses of our preachers. We never yet 
heard, and we never expect to hear, of 
raising money in our Society for the sup- 
port of presiding elders, as they are vul- 
garly called, without any shadow of pre- 
tence that the scriptures of truth ever au- 
thorized or instituted such an officer in the 


Church; yet we think it right and just, 


that faithful preachers of the gospel should 
have sufficient provision made, and offer- 
ed to them, to remunerate them for the 
time spent in the service of the Church. 
But our ministers, as far as they have 
power to do it, by their conduct seem to 
adopt the language of the old. patriarch, 
and say, I will not take any thing, lest 
you should say, we have made Abraham 
rich. We never heard, nor do we ever 
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expect to hear, of our ministers resolving 


to petition to the legislature of the state to 
pass an Act to enable them to enforce the 
Discipline of the Church; because our 
Discipline was made by and with the 
consent of the majority of the Society, 
ministers and people, and can be altered by 
the same, when circumstances require it. 
Ministers and lay members are all uni- 
ted to promote the good of the whole, 
and every part of the Society, and to pro- 
mote the cause of righteousness and truth, 
as far as their influence shall extend. No 
minister is stationed or compelled to travel 
where he thinks he is not called to preach, 
or where he has no reason to believe his 
labours would be useful; neither are the 
people compelled to receive and maintain 
a preacher whom they think would not 
be useful among them; this reciprocity 
creates union, and union of sentiment pro- 
motes love, and loveis the fulfilling of the 
law; and in fulfilling the law of love, 
the christians are made perfect. Thus 
there is a complete chain of union formed, 
and the way opened to promote the hap- 
Piness of society here on earth, and a lad- 
der of love raised, by which the faithful 
followers of the adorable Redeemer will 
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ascend to immortal and everlasting felici- ‘ 
ty. May the eyes of the blind be open- 

ed, the ears of the deaf unstopped, the. 
hard heart of the impenitent softened, the 

ignorant enlightened, the oppressed go 

free, and may the God of love unite the 

hearts of those who are upright and pure 

in their intentions and purposes, so that 

the time may be hastened on when sin 

and iniquity shall be banished from the 

world, and righteousness and truth univer- 

sally prevail, 

But some say, You are setting up altar 
against altar, and one religious society 
against another, and creating divisions. 
We would ask such persons to point out 
one instance wherein we, as a body, have 
done any act, or professed any principle 
contrary to the Christian religion. Look 
at our Discipline—is there any thing to 
be found there contrary to the precepts 
and doctrines of Christ? If we can be 
convinced that there is, we will expunge 
it. So far from being opposed to, we re- 
joice to see the progress of piety, let it be 
amongst whatever people, name, or de- 
nomination it may : but we are united to 
Oppose whatever is wrong, and to use our 
best endeavours to promote the happiness 
of each other and of all mankind as far as 
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our influence may extend. All mankind 
are in pursuit of happiness, and none but 

_ the liberal-minded find it. We increase 
our own happiness in proportion as we 
promote the happiness of others ; love and 
good-will always lead the way to felicity, 
and these stand in opposition to every 
sin, because sin is the trangression of the 
law of love. He that intentionly does his 
neighbour or any person wrong, whatever 
he may obtain by doing the wrong, is a 
looser, thereby, of greater good ; injures 
his own soul, and diminishes his own hap- 
piness. ‘There will always bea diversity 
of opinions, in many particular cases, re- 
specting what is right and what is wrong, 
but the principle of love and benevolence 
is always right, therefore we should en- 
deavour to have all our actions, words, 
and thoughts regulated by this principle: 
this is the most direct way to the highest 
attainment of good manners; for to he 
happy, and appear So, is the greatest ac- 
complishment of the human charaeter. 
This principle, in its full operation, des- 
troys every root of bitterness, and sweet- 
ens every disposition of the human heart 5 
this makes men godly, for God is love. 
Having this principle, and being govern- 
ed by it, is having Christ within, the hope 
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of glory. This plain way to happiness is 
the true and living way: there is no need 
of understanding the Hebrew, Greek or 
Latin languages, to explain it te those 
who understand English: a person may 
understand it without having a knowledge 
of astronomy, or being mathematicians 5 
and may teach it without having spent 
much time in studying metaphysics. He 
that runs may read it; and they that are 
wise will experience the good effects of it. 
“We may have this religion preached to 
us; We may read of this Jove in our 
Bibles, and sing of it from our hymn-books, 
but if we do not by the help of God en- 
deavour to regulate our affections, and 
methodise our lives by it, we are not like- 
ly to receive much benefit from all we 
hear, read or sing: for the fruits of the 
Spirit, is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance. If we live in the Spirit, let 
us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be 
desirous of yain-glory, provoking one 
another, envying one another. 
here must be first a willing mind be- 
fore we can enjoy this religion ; without 
this, all the creeds in the world can never 
produce it, and all the Disciplines ever 
made by man can never enforce it. 
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ON DRESS. 


As we wish to retain, and copy after eve- 
ry thing that was excellent in the 
primitive Methodists, we have extract- 
ed the following from Mr. Wesley's 
advice to the people called Methodists, 
with regard to Dress. 


Whatever prejudices you have con- 
tracted from education, custom, or exam- 
ple, divest yourselves of them as far as 
possible. Be willing to receive light, either 
from God or man: do not shut your eyes 
against it. Rather be glad to see more 
than you did before, to have the eyes of 
your understanding opened. Receive 
the truth in the love thereof, and you will 
have reason to bless God for ever. 

Net that I would advise you to imitate 
the people called Quakers, in those little 
peculiarities of dress, which can answer 
NO possible end but to distinguish them 
from other people. To be singular, mere- 
ly for singularity’s sake, is not the part of 
achristian. J do not therefore advise you 
to wear a hat of such dimensions, or a coat 
of a particular form. Rather, in things 

* that are absolutely indifferent, that are of 
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no consequence at all, humility and court- 
esy require you to conform to the customs 
of your country. 

But I advise you to imitate them, inthe 
neatness of their apparel. This is highly 
to be commended, and quite suitable to 
your christian calling. Let all your ap- 
parel, therefore, be as clean as your situa- 
tion in life will allow. 

I advise you to imitate them, in the 
plainness of their apparel. In this are 
implied two things : 1. That your apparel 
be cheap, not expensive ; far cheaper than 
others in your circumstances wear, or than 
you would wear, if you knew not God; 
2. That it be grave, not gay, airy, or 
showy; not in the point of the fashion. 
And these easy rules may be applied both 
to the materials whereof it is made, and 
in the manner wherein it is made, or put on. 

Would you have a farther rule, with re- 
spect to both ? Then take one, which you 
may always carry in your bosom: “ Do 
every thing herein with a single eye;” 
and this will direct you in every circum=- 
stance. Leta single intention to please 
God prescribe both what clothing you 
shall buy, and the manner wherein it shall 
be made, and how you shall put on and 
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wear it. To express the same thing in 
other words: let all you do, in this re- 
spect, be so done, that you may offer it to 
God, a sacrifice acceptable through Christ 
Jesus. So that, consequently, it may in- 
crease your reward, and brighten your 
crown in heaven. And so it will do, if it 
be agreeable to christian humility, serious- 
ness and charity. 
Shall I be more particular still? Then 
I exhort you to wear no gold, no pearls, 
or precious stones : use no curling of hair, 
or costly apparel, how grave soever. 
advise those who are able to receive this 
saying, Buy no superfluities, no mere or- 
naments, though ever so much in fashion. 
Wear nothing, though you have it already, 
which is of a glaring colour, or which is 
in any kind gay, glistening or showy: 
nothing apt to attract the eyes of by-stand- 
ers. I do notadvise women to wear rings, 
earrings, neck-laces, laces, (of whatever 
kind or colour) or ruftles, which by little 
and little may easily shoot out from one 
to twelve inches deep. Neither do I ad- 
vise men to wear shining stockings, glit- 
tering or costly buckles, or buttons. It is 
true, these are little, very little things ; 
therefore they are not worth defending: 
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therefore give them up, let them drop, 
throw them away, without another word. 
Else a little needle may cause much pain 
in the flesh; a little self-indulgence much 
hurt to your soul. i 

For the preceding exhortation I have 
the authority of God in clear and “express 
terms. J will that women (and by parity 
of reason, men too) adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and 
sobricty, not with broidered (curled) hair, 
or gold, or pearls, (one kind of precious 
stones, which was then most in use, put 
for all) or costly apparel ; but (which be- 
cometh women prof essing godliness) with 
good works. 1 Tim. ii, 9,10. Again, 
Whose adorning let it not be that out- 
ward adorning, of plaiting (curling) the 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of put- 
ting on of apparel. But let it be—the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is, in the sight of God, of great 
price. 1 Pet. iii. 3. 4. Nothing can be 
more express: the wearing of gold, of 
precious stones, and of costly apparel, to- 
gether with curling of hair, is here forbid- 
den by name; nor is there any restriction 
made, either here, or in any other scrip- 
ture. Whoever therefore says, ‘ there 
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is no harm in these things,” may as well 
Say, “there is no harm in stealing or 
adultery.” 

There is something peculiarly observa- 
ble in the manner, wherein both St. Peter 
and St. Paul speak of these things. “ Set 
not your adorning (says St. Peter) be that 
Outward adorning; but Jet it be the orna- 
meut of a meek and quiet spirit.” The 


latter clause is not added barely to fill up 


the sentence, but with strong and weighty 
Yeasons. J’ or there isa direct contrariety 
(as little as we may suspect it) between 
that outward, and this inward adorning ; 
And that, both with regard to their source, 
and with regard to their tendency. As to 
their source, ail that adorning springs from 
nature; a meek and quiet spirit from 
race: the former, from conforming to our 
Own will, and the will of man; the latter 
from conformity to the will of God. And 
as to their tendency, nothing more direct- 
ly tends to destroy meekness and quiet- 
Hess of spirit, than all that outward adorn- 
ing, whereby we seek to commend our- 
selves to men, and not to God. For this 
cherishes all those passions and tempers, 
which overthrow the quiet of every soul 
wherein they dwell. 
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Let them adorn themselves, saith St. 
Paul, not with curling of hair, or with 
gold, or pearls, or costly apparel, but 
(which becometh women professing godli- 
ness) with good works. The latter clause 
is here likewise ‘added, for plain and 
weighty reasons. That kind of adorn- 
ing cannot spring from godliness, from 
either the love or fear of God, from 
a desire of conforming to his will, or from. 
the mind which was in Christ Jesus. It 
no way tends to increase godliness: i 
is not conducive to an holy temper. It 
manifestly tends to destroy several o 
the tempers most essential to godliness 
It has no friendly influence on humility ; 
whether we aim at pleasing others or our- 
selves hereby. [Either in one case or the 
other it will rather increase pride or vanity, 
than lowliness of heart. It does not at all 
minister to the seriousness which becomes 
a sinner born to die. It is utterly incon-— 
sistent with simplicity: no one uses it 
merely to please God. Whoever acts 
with a single eye, does all things, to be 
seen and approved of God; and can no 
more dress, than he can pray, or give 
alms, to be seen of men. ‘ 

*Q! but one may be as humble in vel- 
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yet and embroidery, as another in sack- 
cloth.” True: fora person may wear 
sackcloth and have no humility at all. 
The heart may be filled with pride and 
yanity, whatever the raiment be. 
But can you be adorned at the same 
time with costly apparel, and with good 
works 2 That is, in the same-degree as 
you might have been, had you bestowed 
ess cost on your apparel? You know 
this is impossible: the more you expend 
on the one, the less you have to expend on 
‘the other. Costliness of apparel, in every 
branch, is therefore immediately, direct- 
ly, inevitably destructive of good works. 
You see a brother, for whom Christ died, 
ready to perish for waut of needful cloath- 
ing. You would give it him gladly : bat 
alas! 2¢ 7s corban, whereby he might have 
been profited. It is given already, not 
indeed for the service of God, uot to the 
y treasury of the temple ; but either to please 
the folly of others, or to feed vanity, or 
the lust of the eye in yourself. Now, 
) (even stippose these were harmless tem- 
pets, yet) what an unspeakable loss is 
this, if it be really true, that “ every man 
k shall receive his own reward, according 
to his own labour!” If there is indeed a 
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reward in heaven, for every work of faith, 
for every degree of the labour of love! 

As to the advice subjoined, it is easy 
to observe, that all those smaller things 
are, i their degree, liable to the same ob- 
jections as the greater. If they are gay, 
showy, pleasing to the eye, the putting 
them on does not spring froma single 
view to please God. It neither flows 
from, nor tends to advance a meek and 
quiet spirit. It does not arise from, nor 
any way promote, real, vital godliness. 

Andifthey are in any wise costly, if 
they are purchased with any unnecessary 
expense, they cannot, but in proportion 
to that expense, be destructive of good 
works. Of consequence, they are des- 
tructive of that charity, which is fed there- 
by; hardening our hearts against the cry 
of the poor and needy, by inuring us to 
shut up our bowels of compassion towards 
them. i 

At least, all unnecessary expenses of 
this kind, whether small or great, are 
senseless and foolish. ‘This we may ie 
fy any man living to get over, if he allows 
there is another world.. For there is no | 
reward in heaven for laying out your 
money in ornaments, or costly apparel 5 


65 

whereas you may have an eternal reward, 
for whatever you expend on earth. 

Consider this more closely. Here are 
two ways proposed for laying out such a 
sum of money. I may lay it out in ex- 
pensive apparel for myself, or in necessa- 
ty cloathing for my neighbour. The 
former will please my own eye, or that of 
others : the latter will please God. Now 
suppose there were no more harm in one 
than in the other,in that which pleases man, 
than that which pleases God; is there as 
much good in it? If they are equally in- 
Nocent, are'they equally wise ? By the 
one I gratify the desire of the eye, and 
gain a pleasure that perishes in the using : 
by the other J gain a larger share of those 
pleasures that are at God’s right hand for 
evermore. By the former I obtain the 
applause of men ; by the latter, the praise 
of God. In this way, I meet with the 
admiration of fools: in that, I hear from 
the judge of all, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servant ; enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord !” 
_ Brethren, whatever ye are accounted 
by men, I would not have you fools in 
God’s account. Walk-ye circumspectly, 
not as foois, but as wise ; not in those 
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ways which God may possibly forgive ; 
but to put things in the most favourable 
-Jight) but in those whichhe will certainly 
rveward. In wickedness be ye children 
still ; but in understanding be ye men. 
J want to seea visible body of people, 
who are a standing example of this wis- 
dom; a patiern of doing all things great 
and small, with an’eye to God and 
eternity. 

You that are in tke morning of your 
days, either your form is agreeable, or it is 
not. Ifitis not, do not make your per- 
son remarkable; rather let it be hid in 
. common apparel. On every account, it 
is your wisdom, to recommend yourself 
to the eye of the mind; but especially to 
theaye of God, who reads the secrets of 
your hearts, and in whose sight the incor- 
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ruptible ornaments alone are of great | 
price. Butif you wouldrecommend your- | 


self by dress, is any thing comparable to 
plain neatness ? What kind of persons are 
those to whom you could be recommended 
by gay or costly apparel ? None that are 
any way likely to make you happy : this 
pleases only the silliest and worst of men. 
At most, it gratifies only the silliest and 
-worst principle in those who are of a no- 
bler character. 
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To you, whom God has intrasted with 
a more pleasing form, those ornaments are 
quite needless. 

[If children, when young, could be per- 
suaded to make the following resolutions, 
and practice accordingly, when they came 
fo riper years, they would experience 
great benefit from early habits. 


From folly’s glittering plumes, I turn aside, 
Nor take the vain habiliments of pride; 
In plain attire, in humble attitude, 
I'll strive to please, and imitate the good. 


At school attentive, innocent in play, 

Careful to mind what my instructors say 5 
; A foe to none, ‘to all around me kind, 

I'llseek the peace, none but the good can find, 


If I should err, and my companions grieve, 
 T'llown my fault, and ask them to forgive ; 
- Sure that my Saviour will my deeds approve, 
If all my actions spring from humble love.] 


’ O let us all walk more charitably and 
More wisely for the time to come! Letus 
cast aside, from this very hour, whatever 
does not become men and women profess- 
ing godliness : whatever does not spring 
from the love and fear of God, and minis- 
 terthereto. Let our seriousness shine be- 
fore men, not our dress ; let all who see 
us know that we are not of this world. 


68 


Let our adorning be that which fadeth not 
away, even righteousness and true holi- 
ness. ‘ But what shall I do with the gay 
or costly apparel, and with the ornaments 
I have already ? Must I suffer them to be 
Jost? Ought I not to wear them now I 
have them?” There is no loss like that of 
using them: wearing them is the greatest 
loss of all. After providing for those of 
thine own household things needful for 
life and godliness, feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, relieve the sick, the prisoner, 
the stranger, with all thatthou hast. Then 
shall God clothe thee with glory and 
honour, in the presence of ‘men and an- 
gels; and thou shalt “ shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, yea, as the stars 
for ever and ever.” 

“ But we cannot carry on our own 
trade, without dressing like other people.” 
If you mean only, conforming to those 
customs of your country, that are neither 
gay, nor costly, why should you not 
‘dress like other people?” But if you 
mean “ conformity to them in what God 
has forbidden,’ the answer is ready at 
hand. If you cannot carry on your trade 
without breaking God’s command, you 
must not carry it on. But I know no 
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trade which may not be carried on, by 
one who uses plain and modest apparel. 
I fear you dove these things, and therefore 
think them necessary. Your heart car- 
ries away your judgment: If you were 
not fond of them, you would never dream 
of their necessity. 

In one single case these things may be 
necessary, that is, unavoidably, namely, 
that of women who are under the yoke of 
self-willed, unreasonable husbands or pa- 
rents. Such may be constrained to do, in 
some degree, what otherwise they would 
not. And they are blameless herein, if 
1. They use all possible means, argu- 

“ments, intreaties, to be excused from it 5 
and when they cannot prevail, 2. Do it 
just so far as they are constrained, and no 
farther. i 

And now, brethren, what remains, but 
that I beseech you, who are not under the 
yoke, who are under God, the directors 
of your own actions, to set prejudice, ob- 
Stinacy, fashion aside, and yield to scrip- 
ture, to reason, to truth. 

You are surrounded with saints of the 
world, persons fashionably, reputably re-” 
ligious. And these are constant opposers 
ofall, who would go farther in religion 
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than themselves. These are continually f 


warning you against running into extremes, 
and striving to beguile you from the sim- 
plicity of the gospel,while they themselves, 
glorying in their shame, make you asha- 
med of what should be your glory. 

You have been, and are at this day iz 
perils among false brethren : I mean, not 
only those of other congregations, who 
count strictness all one with bondage, 
but many of our own ; in particular these, 
who were once clearly convinced of the 
trath; but they have sinned away that 
conviction themselves, and now endeavour 
to harden others against it ; at least, by 
example, by returning again to the folly, 
from which they were once clean escaped. 
But what is the example of all mankind, 
when it runs counter to scripture and rea- 
son? : ¥ 

You who have passed the morning, per- 
haps the noon of life, who find the sha- 
dows of the evening approach, set a better 
example to those that are to come, to the 
now rising generation. With you the day 
of life is far spent; the night of death is 
at hand. You have no time to lose; see 
that you redeem every moment that re- 
mains. Remove every thing out of the 
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way, be it ever so small (though -indeed 
gay or costly apparel is not so) that might 
in any way obstruct your lowliness and 
meekness, your seriousness of spirit, your 
single intention toglorify God, in all your 
thoughts and words and actions. Let no 
needless expense hinder your being in the 
highest degree you possibly can, rich in 
good works, ready to distribute, willing 
to communicate, till you are cloathed with 
glory and immortality. 


“ Your worthless garments leave behind, 
Go to the Lord of light ; 

Trust in his name, however blind, 
And he will give you sight. 


Then let the saints in God confide, 
And on his promise rest ; f 
They shall the storms of life outride, 

And be for ever blest.” 


“Avucusr, 1821. 
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LET THE FOLLOWING SENTIMENTS COVER ALL 
THE DEFECTS THAT MAY BE DISCOVERED 4 
IN THE FOREGOING SKETCHES. 


As Goodness divine claims our fervent devo- 

tion, 

Let our hearts and our voices ascend in his ~ 
praise, 

The accents of love breathe the warmest 
emotion, 


And gratitude swell the soft anthem we 
raise. 


As dew drops descend on the fresh blooming - 
flowers, 
And sweet-breathing zephyrs spread fra- 
grance around ; 
So wisdom diffused in small gentle showers 
Will cherish the fruits that to glory redound. 


Benevolence kind the branches will nourish, 
And knowledge will grow as a young fruit- 4 


ful vine, J 
_In the garden of love, peace and virtue will 
flourish, i, 
And fair as the lily shall righteousness shine, 


Soon after the Discipline was publish- 
ed, many letters of inquiry were received 
from different parts of the country. In 
answer to these letters and for more ex- 
tensive consideration, the following gene- 
ral Epistle was written, which we have 
re-printed and placed here to increase its 
circulation, and to assist the inquiry af- 
ter truth. 


TO THOSE WHO HAVE WISDOM TO DISCERN. 
“T speak as unto wise men, judge ye what I say.” 


Being convinced that there is wanting 
only a few words to put men of judgment 
in remembrance, J would briefly mention 
a few things for consideration. 

That great good has been, and stillis 
done by the preaching of the Methodist 
Episcopal ministers, cannot be denied, 
but yet their church government cannot 
be considered as scriptural, nor suited to 
the views and ideas of freemen, such as 
the inhabitants of these states are. Let 
me ask, Would the inhabitants of this 
country be willing to have a man placed 
Over them during his life, to execute even 
the laws of the country, when they could 
have no voice in his continuance or re- 
moval—would bay abe willing to have 
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him for any specified term, if placed there 
without their consent; and would they be 
willing to have the officers of government 
choose men, and send them to a certain 
place to make laws which should be bind- 
ing on the people, with penalty annexed 
if they disobeyed, ready to be put in force 
against them—would it not be taking 
away their privilege as freemen? If 
these things would not be allowed in civil 
government, how is it that in those things 
which relate to the welfare of the soul,and 
the peace and prosperity of the church, 
there is so little attention paid? From 
whence is it, from Scripture or reason, 
that a travelling minister, whether only a 
probationer, deacon, or elder, obtains the 
power to receive and reject those who 
may offer to become members of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal church; to choose out 
such men as he judges best to try a mem- 
ber accused of any crime ; to have all lo- 
cal preachers, deacons, and elders, under 
him ; to place such persons as he judges 
proper for leaders, class-stewards, &c. &c. 
who are to obey his mandates, or be turn- 
ed out of their offices—he certainly does 
not get this authority from the people---is 
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it scriptural that he has such authority at 
all ? 

Is it not the people’s natural rights to 
choose their own officers, and to judge of 
the qualifications ofsuch as offer for mem- 
bership? Who should choose or nomi- 
nate persons for the office of trustees, to 
manage the temporal concerns of the 
church, the preachers or people ?----- 
“Look out from among youseven men 
of honest report,” &c. Acts. 6. Who 
ought to provide ways and means for the 
support of those who labour in the gos- 
pel, ministers or people? Who should 
raise money to build churches, and who 
should take care of them, preachers who 
are here this year and gone the next, or the 
people who are to worship in them? To 
whom should a member be accountable for 
his conduct, to the preacher only, a com- 
mittee chosen by the preacher, or to a 
court appoiuted by the people? Why is 
a local preacher, deacon, or elder, to be 
considered inferior to a travelling one, 
and to be subject to them—is it scriptu- 
ral? Why should they not have the same 
privilege of ordination to office, to form 
societies, to receive a support, &c. &c. as 
well as a travelling preacher? Why is it 
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that they, as well as the people, are ex- 
cluded from any representation or voice 


in the making or altering of any rules for. 


the government of themselves, and of the 
church at large ? 

Where does the scriptures authorize a 
body of elders to assemble together, and 
form rules, &c. for the government of 
other elders, without their consent? Was 
it ever heard of in any church, ancient or 
modern, except in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church ? 

Let it not be said, as in the vindication 
of Methodist Episcopacy, that the case 
in the matter of church government is 
different from civil. Who is the head of 
the church ? Is it not he who hath said, 
“When two or three are gathered togeth- 
er in my name, there am Lin the midst of 
them.”—Who---preachers only, or mem- 
bers? “The foot cannot say te the hand, 
I have no need of thee. God hath or- 
ganized his church, apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, teachers, helps, governments, 
&c. and how are these known, if not by 
the voice of the people? Was there not 
a brother chosen of the church to travel 
with Paul? 2 Cor. viii. 19. Did he not 
say, “Whom you shall approve shall go 
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with me to Jerusalem.” What for-- 
merely to guard the gifts intended for the 
brethren, or as the representatives of the 
people? Who sent Paul and Silas to An- 
tioch? When some business was to be 
transacted, was it not the church? Acts 
xv. 22. And who shall say that Christ 
will not direct his people in these matters ? 
Will any presume to say, he only directs 
the ministers ? ‘ 

Should church and state be linked to- 
gether in matters relating to conscience, 
or in those which belong to the govern- 


ment of the church? 


Can it be right in any body of Chris- 
tians to petition, or offer to petition the 
civil government to make a law to enable 
them to enforce the discipline of the 
church? And is it right or scriptural, 
that ministers should fix any sum of mo- 
ney as their due, right, claim, or wish to 
receive for preaching the gospel? Is it 
not far better, and would it not have been 
better for the world at large, if men, being 
called to the work of the ministry, in case 
they felt it their duty to spend all their 
time in the work, had, or should cast 
themselves upon God and the people for . 
a support, and if need be, Zeboured some- 
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times with their own hands, as Paul did, 
so as not to be burdensome ? I ask, Does 
the gospel take a deeper root, and spread 
farther, when preached by men who re- 
ceive large salaries, or who spend the 
greater part of their time in visiting 
among the rich and great, or in preach- 
ing to fashionable congregations, in hand- 
somely adorned churches ? 

Do not let it be understood that I un- 
dervalue a faithful miuister. No—but 
Jet him be one who labours with his hands 
to obtain a daily. support, or ene who 
spends his whole time in travelling from 
place to place, to seek souls—such should 
be esteemed for their work’s sake; and 


“the people are bound to discharge their 


duty towards them as ministers of Christ, 
or bring upon themselves condemnation 5 
to pay them proper respect, and to, hold 
up their hands in the labour of Jove, re- 
membering it is said, the workman is 
worthy of his hire, &c. But let every 
one keep his proper station in the church, 
usurp no authority, bear each others’ bur- 
dens, and thus fulfil the law of Christ. 
Let not preachers or people pretend to 
deal out anathemas against those who see 
fit to think for themselves, but pray for 
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wisdom from on high—be willing to be 


plain in dress, in manners, in conversation. 
Affect not high things—seek no longer for 


._ popularity in the world—boast not of 


numbers, but lament the fewness of those 
who are simple hearted loving christians. 
May our Divine Redeemer fill us with 
all the fulness of love and gospel peace. 

O my brethren, let me tell you, “strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way that 
leadeth to life, and few there be that find 
it.” Let us seek it, deny self, labour far 
God, and for the souls of the people. You 
who are local preachers, so called, re- 
member, a work lies before you—around 
you, sinners on every hand—labour 
while you may, and the Saviour, in whosé 
cause you are engaged, will give you your 
reward. 

Concerning the separation that has ta- 
ken place, I believe the greater part have 
acted conscientiously. We wish no feel- 
ings disturbed, but that all persons should 
act freely. Our discipline is published, 
in which all the rights of the people are 
effectually secured. “A monthly confer- 
ence is held, composed of all the official 
members in societies, where one hundred: 
or more meet in one place for worship 5 
and in all other places a quarterly confer- 
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ence, composed of the official members of 

several small societies for transacting the 

business. The official members are all 

elected by the people, 

A yearly conference is composed of 
ministers and delegates, or lay represent- 
atives. A complaint against a member 
is always to be inquired into by a com- 
mittee of examination before a person Is 
notified to trial, by which means many 
feelings are often kept from injury, and 
prejudice kept down. 

Local and travelling preachers are on 
the same footing; all the difference is 
created by the choice of the people toa 
charge over or among them. No sum is 
mentioned or claimed for preaching 3 it 
is left with tle people to give the preach- 
er who is chosen to take a charge, such a 
support as they judge necessary; wheth- 
cr he officiates in one congregation only, 
or travels a district of country, he has no 
more authority than what is thus com- 
mitted to him by ¢hezr choice. 

We have formed cur system on the 
scripture model, as far as we know it. 

Having no intention but to serve the 
church of God; and wishing all mankind 
to walk in the way best calculated to pro- 
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mote their welfare, we wish them to read 
and weigh the matter calmly, and then 
judge whether with the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, or with us who are styled the 
Methodist Society, liberty, according to 
the gospel, is to be found. 

A hymn-book has been published, and is 
now in use. Societies are forming in many 
places, and the work of God has gracious- 
ly revived; about three hundred souls 
have professed to find peace among us in 
this city, besides many in other places, 
since we separated, which is about four- 
teen months. 

Unto him who is the author and fin- 
isher, of our faith, be ascribed all. the 
praise. That light and truth may spread 
far and wide, until all shall know the 
Lord, is the sincere prayer of 

W. M. STILWELL. 

New-Yorr, Ocrozer 12, 1821. 


When the Historical Sketches of the 
Rise and Progress of the Methodist Soci- ~ 
ety in the City of New-York was first 
published, it was the intention of the Au- 
thor to have continued to write and pub- 
lish sketches of the progress of the Society 
and its branches, as long as he should be 
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able to write, but when he saw the plan 
of publishing the Minutes of the Annual 
Conferences with additional information, 
he saw the progress of the Societies would 
be so perspicuously delineated thereby, 
that it precluded the necessity of conti- 
nuing it in the manner he had at first 
contemplated. As he has been so unex- 
pectedly relieved, and as the business of 
this life with him is almost elosed, he 
bids his readers a hearty and affectionate 
farewell. 


THE AUTHOR. 
New-York. Nov. 21, 1§22 ~ 
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OF THE e 


METHODIST SOCIETY. 


SECTION I. 


1. ’T'n1s Society shall be known as the’ 
“ Methodist Society.”. 

2. This Society will endeavour to promote 
a circulating ministry to be regulated 
by a yearly conference or conferences 
consisting of ministers and lay repre- 
sentatives, for the different societies 
composing the yearly conference, a 
Majority of whom, shall form a quorum 
to transact business. 

3. The yearly conference shall haye au- 
thority, to prepare rules and regulations, 
Not inconsistent with this constitution, 
under the following restrictions. —They 
shall not alter or reyoke any of the 
following articles or make any rules 
repugnaut thereto ; viz.— 


A, 
ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 
1. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 


Tuenk is but one living and true God, 
everlasting, of infinite power, wisdom and 
goodness : the maker and preserver of all 
things, both visible and invisible. And 
in unity of this God-head there are three 
persons of one substance, power and 
eternity ;—the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. 


2. Of the Word, or Son of God. 

The Son, who is the Word of the 
Father, the wisdom and power of God, 
took man’s nature in the womb of the 
blessed Virgin so that two whole and per- 
fect natures, that is to say, the God-head 
and manhood were joined together in one 
person, whereof is one Christ, God and 
Man, who suffered, was crucified, dead and 
buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and 
to bea sacrifice, not only for original guilt, 
but also for actual sins of men. 


3. Of the Resurrection of Christ. 


Christ did truly rise again from. the 
dead, and took again his body, with all 
things appertaining to the perfection of 
man’s nature, wherewith he ascended into 
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heaven, and there sitteth until he return to 
judge all men at the last day. 


4. Of the Holy Ghost. 


The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one substance, 
Majesty, and glory with the Father and 
the Son, very and eternal God. 


5. Of the Scriptures. 


The Holy Scriptures contain informa- 
tion of all things necessary to salvation: 
so that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved. thereby, is not to be 
required of any man or that it should be 
believed as anarticle of faith or be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation. By 
the Holy Scriptures we understand the 
books of the Old and New Testament as 
herein named. be 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

euteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, the 

rst and second book of Samuel, first and 
Second bookof Kings, first and second 
book of Chronicles, the book of fzra, 
Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Pro- 
verbs, Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 
Cantica, or Songs of Solomon, Four Pro- 
phets, the greater, viz :—Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel—Twelve prophets ‘the 
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less—viz. Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadialt, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zepha- 
niah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi—and 
allthe books of the New Testament as 
they are commonly received. 


6. Of the Old Testament. 

The Old ‘Testament is not contrary to 
the New: for both in the Old and New 
Testament, everlasting life is offered to 
mankind by Christ, who is the only Media- 
tor between God and man, being both 
God and man—yet no Christian what- 
soever, is free from the obedience of the 
commandments which are called moral. 


7. Of Original Sin. 

Original sin is not the following of 
Adam, but it is the corruption of the 
nature of every man, whereby man is very 
far gone from original righteousness, and 
inclined to evil and that continually. 

8. Of Free Will. 

The condition of man since the fall of 
Adam, is such, that we cannot do good 
works pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God by Christ pre- 
yenting vs, that we may havea good will, 
and working with us, when we have that 


good will, 
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9. Of the Justification of Man. 


We are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for 
our own work or deservings ;—Wherefore 
that we are justified by faith only, is a 
most wholesome doctrine, and very full of 
comfort. 


10. Of Good Works. 


Although good works, which are the 
fruits of faith, and follow after justifica- 
tion, cannot put away our sins, yet are 
they pleasing and acceptable to God in 
Christ, and spring out of atrue and lively 
faith, insomuch that by them a lively faith 
may be as evidently known, asa tree is 
discerned by its fruit. 


11. Of Works of Supererogation. 


Voluntary works, besides over and 
above God’s commandments, which they 
call work of supererogation, cannot be 
done or taught without arrogance and im- 
piety. or by them men do declare, that-r 
they do not only render unto God as much 
as they are bound to do, but that they do 
more for his sake than of bounden duty is 
required: Whereas Christ saith plainly, 
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When ye have done all that is command- 
ed you, say We are unprofitable servants. 


12. Of Sin after Justification. 


Not every sin willingly committed after 
Justification, is the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore, 
the grant of repentance is not denied to 
such as fall into sin after justification, if 
by the grace of God, they rise again and 
amend their lives. 


13. Of the Church. 


The visible Church of Christ is a con- 
gregation of faithful men, in which the 
scriptures are expounded, and the or- 
dinances duly administered, and worship 


performed according to Christ’s. institu- 
tion, 


14, Of Purgatory. 

The Romish doctrine concerning pur- 
gatory, pardon, worshipping and adora- 
tion, as well of images as of relics, and 
also invocation of saints, is a fond thing 
vainly invented, and not grounded upon 
scripture, but repugnant thereto. 
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15. Of Worship. 


Speaking, praying, or ministering the 
ordinances in the congregation in sucha 
tongue as the people do not understand, 
is-repugnant to the scriptures, and the 
custom of the primitive church. 


16. Of the Sacraments. 


Sacraments ordained of Christ, are not 
only badges or tokens of christian men’s 
profession, but rather they are certain 
signs of grace, and God’s good will to- 
wards us, by the which he doth work in- 
visibly in us, and doth not only quicken, 
but also, strengthen, and confirm our faith 
in him. There are two sacraments or- 
dained of Christ our Lord, in the Gospel ; 
that is to say, Baptism, and the Supper of 
the Lord, 


17. Of Baptism. 


Baptism is not only a sign of profession, 
and mark of difference, whereby christians 
are distinguished from others that are not 
baptised ; but it is also a sign of regenera- 
tion or the new birth. The baptism of 
young children should be retained in the 
church. : 


10 
18. Of the Lord’s Supper. 


The Supper of the Lord is not only a 
sign that christians ought to have among 
themselves one to another, but rather is a 
confirmation of redemption by Christ’s 
death: insomuch, that to such as rightly, 
worthily, and with faith receive the same, 
the bread which we break is a partaking of 
the body of Christ; and likewise the cup 
of blessing isa partaking of the blood of 
Christ. The substance of bread and wine 
is not changed in the Supper of our Lord, 
_but the body of Christ is given, taken and 
eaten in the supper, only after a heavenly 
and scriptural manner. And the mean 
whereby the body of Christ is received and 
eaten in the Supper, is faith. 


19. Of both kinds. 

The cup of the Lord is not to be denied 
to the lay-people: for both the parts of 
the Lord’s Supper by Christ’s ordinance 
and commandment ought to be adminis- 
tered to all christians alike. 


20. Of the one oblation of Christ, fin- 
ished upon the Cross. 

The offering of Christ once made, is 

that perfect redemption, propitiation, and 

satisfaction for all the sins of the whole 
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world, both original and actual: and there 
is none other satisfaction for sin but that 
alone, 


21. Of the Marriage of Ministers. 


The ministers of Christ are not com- 
manded by God’s law either to vow the 
estate of single life, or to abstain from mar- 
riage: therefore it is lawful for them, as 
for all other Christians, to marry at their 
own discretion, as they shall judge the 
same to serve best to godliness. 


22. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of 
Churches. 


Tt is not necessary that rites and cere- 
monies should in all places be the same, 
or exactly alike: for they have been al- 
ways different, and may be changed accor- 
ding to the diversity of countries, times, 
and men’s manners, so that nothing be or- 
dained against the Scriptures. Whoso- 
ever, through his private judgment, wil- 
lingly and purposely doth openly break 
the rites and ceremonies of the church to 
which he belongs, which are not repug- 
nant to the Scriptures, offendeth against 
the common order of the church, and 
should be reproved. Every particular 
church may ordain, change, or abolish - 
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rites and ceremonies, so that all things may 
be done to edification. 


23. Of the United States of America. 


The United States of America, are a 
sovereign and independent nation, and 
ought not to be subject to any foreign 
jurisdiction, And the delegates of the 
people, are the rulers thereof according to 
the constitution of the same, and the con- 
stitutions of their respective states. 


24. Of Christian Men’s Goods. 


The riches and goods of Christians are 
not common as-touching the right, title, 
and possession of the same, notwithstand- 
ing, every man, ought, of such things as 
he possesseth, liberally to give alms to the 
poor, according to his ability. 


25. Of Swearing. 


We confess that vain and rash swear- 
ing is forbidden christians by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and James his apostle : yet 
we do not think the christian religion 
prohibits any person from solemnly pro- 
mising in such a manner and form, as he 
may think consistent, to speak the truth, 
to perform the duties of an office, or ‘to 
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testify to facts, within his knowlege so it 

be done in justice, judgment, and truth. 

4. They shall not do away the privileges 
of our ministers or preachers of the 
right of trial by committee, and of ap- 
peal to’ the yearly conference. 

5. They shall not do away the right of 
our members of trial by committee, and 
appeal to the society. 

6. They shall not form any rule whereby 
the ministry may interfere in the tem- 
poral concerns of the society. Neither 
shall any rules be made or altered 
unless there is a majority of lay re- 
presentatives present. 


SECTION II. 


Of the Society. 


Tus Society are united in order to 
pray together, to receive the word of ex- 
hortation, and to watch over one another 
in love, that they may help each other to 
work out their salvation. 

The Society is divided into Classes ac- 
cording to their respective places of abode. - 
There are about twenty persons in a Class, 
one of whom is the Leader, who is chosen 
by the members. It is his duty to-meet 
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his class once a week, to inquire how 
their souls prosper, to advise, reprove, 
comfort or exhort, as occasion may re- 
uire. 

When there are one hundred members 
who meet in one place for worship, there 
shall be held at least once in six months, 
a Society Meeting, composed of such as 
are in fell membership, who shall hear 
and determine appeals from the decision 
of the Monthly Conference as provided, 
to choose one or more delegates to attend 
the Yearly Conference, and attend to 
such other business as may be thought 
proper to bring before them. 

In all other places there shall be quar- 
terly meetings composed of such a num- 
ber of Classes united together for this 
purpose, as may be thought expedient by 
the yearly Conference. At the time of 
the Quarterly Meeting there shall be a 
Quarterly Conference composed of all 
the official members, who shall examine 
and license Preachers, hear and determine 
cases that may be reported by examining 

_ Committees, and transact the temporal 
concerns of the meeting. Each Quar- 
terly Meeting shall be allowed to send to 
the Yearly Conference at least one Dele 


OE EEE Oe ee ee ee eee 


EE 


15 


gate, and shall make particular inquiry 
whether members are careful to attend 
to plainess of dress, and to wear no 
superfluous ornaments. 


SECTION ITI. 


Of Admitting Persons into Society. 
All persons who wish to become mem- 
bers of Society are to be admitted on 
trial for Six Months at least, before they 
become Members, by the Preacher in 
charge, who shall give them a Probation- 
er Ticket—Except such persons as may 
have been members in good standing in 
other churches, who will, ifapproyed of | 
by the Monthly or Quarterly Conferen- 
ces, be admitted immediately to Member- 
ship. 
The names of all those who join as 


' Probationers, will be read in Love Feast, 


. 


or Society Meeting, previous to their 
being admitted to Membership, to give an 
Opportunity for any to object if there is 
any thing against them. > ied, 

They shall be instructed in the rules 
of Society previous to their admission to 
Membership. 

They will enjoy all the privileges of 
Society, except voting in meetings of bu- 
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siness, sitting on committees for the ex- 
amination or trial of members, holding 
any office, or having a claim onthe Poor’s 
fund. 

There is one condition required of 
those who desire admission into this so- 
ciety, a desire to fice from the wrath to 
come, and to be saved from their sins. 

It is expected of all who continue 
therein, that they should continue to evi- 
dence their desire of salvation,—By doing 
no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind: 
such as taking the name of God in vain, 
the profaning the day of the Lord, by 
doing ordinary work thereon, or buying 
or selling. 

Drinking  spiritous liquors, except. in 

Cases of necessity. 

The buying or selling of men, women, OF 
children, with an intention to enslave 
them, 


Fighting, quarrelling, brawling ; brother 


going to law with brother ; returning 


evil for evil, or railing for railing ; or 

_ using the weapons or engines of war 
Sor the purpose of depriving any per 
son of their rights, life, liberty or pro- 
perty. F 
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The buying or selling goods that have 
not paid the duty. 4 

The giving or taking things on unlawful 
interest. 

Uncharitable conversation ; particular- 
ly, speaking evil one of another. 

Doing to others.as we would not they 
should do unto us. : 

The putting on of gold or costly apparel. 

Taking such diversions as have a tenden- 
cy to draw the mind from piety; sing- 
ing songs, or reading books that have 
the like tendency. 

Needless self-indulgence. 

Borrowing or buying without a proba- 
bility of paying. nen Fa 
It is expected of those who continue in 

this Society, that they should continue to 

evidence their desire of salvation. i 

By doing good, by being in every kind 

Merciful after their power, as they 
have opportunity ; doing good of every 
possible sort, and as far as is possible 
to all men, using diligence and frugali- 
ty, that the gospel be not blamed. 

y running with patience the race which 

“Js set before them, denying themselves, 
and taking up their cross daily, sub- 
mitting to bear the reproach of Christ, 

B 


18 


when men say all manner of evil of 
them falsely for the Lord’s sake. 

It is expected of all who desire to con- 
tinue in this Society, - 

That they will attend on the public wor- 
ship of God, the ministry of the word, 
either read or expounded ; the Supper 
of the Lord, family and private prayer, 
searching the Scriptures, and absti- 
nence. 

These are the General Rules of our So- 
ciety: if any among us break any of 
them, they shall be admonished’ pri- 
vately ; if they do not amend, two or 
three shall visit them for reproof, and 
if satisfaction is not given, they shall 
be reported to the Church, we will 
bear with them for a season, but if they 
do not repent and reform, they have 
no more place among us. 


SECTION Iv. 


Ques. How is an accused Member to 
be brought to trial. 

Ans. No Member shal] be brought to 
trial until he (or she,) have notice in writ- 
ing specifying the crime accused of, and 
the time and place for the trial, which . 
shall be not less than one week from the 
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time they receive the notice, and on the 
trial no other crime shall be mentioned 
by any of the witnesses than those men- 
tioned in the notice for trial. Provided, 
if the person shews satisfactorily that they 
are not prepafed for trial, a further time 
may be given. 
- Ques. Before whom shall an accused 
member be brought for examination ? 
Ans. In all places where there is fifty 
male members of twenty-one years of age 
or upwards before a committee whose 
names are to be drawn from a box, where- 
in they shall be kept for that purpose, who- 
shall be notified to attend, by the leader of 
the Class of which the accused person 1s 4 
member, and the Leader or Preacher 
shall preside at the examination ; and if 
the person accused shall be found guilty 
by a majority of a crime expressly for- 
hidden in the word of God, the case 
shall be reported to the monthly confer- 
ence, and if after a full investigation a ma- 
jority of such conference shall confirm the 
decision of the committee, the person- 
may be expelled : nevertheless, if either 
the accuser or accused, shall be dissatis- 
fied sith the decision, they shall be al- 
lowed ar appeal to the Society Meeting, 
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who shall hear the evidences and plead- 
ings read, and vote on the case without 
debate, and the decision of the majority 
shall be final. — , 
In all other places where it is not con- 
venient to pursue the above method. The 
examination may be before the Class of 
which the accused is a member, or a com- 


mittee chosen by the Class, who shall re-_ 


port to the Monthly or Quarterly Con- 
ference. If the accused be found guilty 
by a majority of the Monthly or Quar- 


terly Conference, and the crime be such’ 


as is expressly forbidden in the word of 
God, the person so found guilty may be 
expelled; nevertheless, if either the ac- 
cuser or accused shall be dissatisfied 
with the decision: of the Monthly or 
Quarterly Conference, in such case an ap- 
peal shall be allowed to the Society Meet- 
ing, who shall finally determine the case. 

On any dispute between two or more 
members of our Society, concerning the 
payment of debts or otherwise, which 
cannot be settled by the parties concern- 


ed, the Preacher who has the charge shall- 


inquire into the circumstances of the 
case, and shall recommend to the con- 
tending parties a reference consisting of 


21 


one arbiter chosen by the plaintiff, and 
another chosen by the defendant ; which 
two arbiters so chosen, shall nominate the 
third, the three arbiters being members 
of our Society. | But if one of the parties 
be dissatisfied with the judgment given, 
- such party may apply to the ensuing 
_ monthly or quarterly Conference, for 
allovvance to have a second arbitration 
appointed, and if the Conference sce: 
sufficient reason, they shall grant a 
- second’arbitration, in which case each 
party shall choose two arbiters, and the 
four arbiters shall choose a fifth; the 
judgment of the majority of whom, shall” 
be final; and any person refusing to a- 
bide by such judgment may be excluded 
the Society. And if any member of our 
Society shall refuse in cases of debt, or 
other disputes, to refer the matter to arbi- 
tration, when recommended by him who 
has the charge of the circuit or station, 
or shail enter into.a lawsuit with another 
member before these measures are taken, 
hemay be expelled—Hacept the case be 
of sucha nature as to require and justify a 
process at law. To prevent scandal, 
when any of our members fail in business, 
or contract debts which they are not 
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able to pay, let two or three judicious 
members of the Society inspect the ac- - 
counts of the,supposed delinquent; and 
if it be found@that he has behaved dis- 
honestly, or borrowed money without a 


probability of paying, he may be expell- 
ed. 


SECTION Y. 


Quest. Who shall compose the yearly 
conference, 

Ans. All ordained ministers, and such 
persons, as may be chosen to represent 


,each quarterly meeting. Provided that 


there shall net be more than two lay mem- 
bers to each minister. 
The yearly conference shall appoint the 


time and place of their meeting ; choose 


. their own President and Secretary, whose 


offices shall continue for one year, or until 
others are chosen in their place. 

Each Circuit or station, at the last 
quarterly meeting previous to the yearly 
conference, may elect a delegate or dele- 
gates, to sit in the conference, for the pur- 
pose of making known to the preachers the 
ability of the Circuit or Station to sup- 
port a preacher or preachers, their wishes 
with respect to the appointment of prea~ 
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chers, and to transact any temporal 
concerns of the society they respectively 
represent, according to-the instructions 
given them by their constituents, and to 
make a just and equitable distribution of 
any moneys raised for the use of the 
preachers belonging to such conference, 
according toa statement of deficiencies 
made by the preachers, and to attend to 
such other matters: as is required by the 
discipline. 

The preachers may elect a committee 
by ballot of not less than five of their own 
body, for the purpose of communicating 
and conferring with the lay members of 
the conference, at the time of its sitting, 
respecting the appointing of preachers, 
and the means of supporting them; and 
making out the appointments, with the con- 
Sent of the preachers, concerned in each 
particular appointment; and no appoint- 
ment shall be insisted on without the con- 
sent of the preacher for whom the ap- 
pointment is made, and the lay repre- 
Sentatives of the circuit or station he is 
appointed for. 

‘The conference may at any time when 
it is thought expedient set off any number 
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of quarterly meetings to form another — 
yearly conference or conferences. 


SECTION VI. 


Of the trial of those who think they are 
moved by the Holy Ghost to preach. 


Let the following questions be asked 
in the monthly or quarterly conference— 
viz. do you know Ged asa pardoning God ? 
have you the love of God abiding in you. 
—Are they holy in all manner of conyer- 
sation? Have they gifts (as well as grace) 
for the work ? have they (in some tolera- 
ble degree) a clear sound understanding, 
aright judgment in the things of God,a 
Just conception of salvation by faith, and 
has God given them any degree of utter- 
ance? do they speak justly, readily, 
clearly. Have they fruit? are any truly 
convinced of sin, and converted to God 
by their preaching? as long as these 
marks concur in any one, we believe he ig 
called of God to preach. These we re- | 
ceive as sufficient proof that he is moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 


SECTION VII. 
Ques. What is the duty ofa preacher? 
Ans. To preach, to meet the Societies 


ae eee, 


and classes, to visit the sick, to preach in 
the morning where he can get hearers. 
Ques. What are the directions given to 
a preacher P 
| Ans. 1. Be diligent. Never be un- 
_ employed; never be triflingly employ- 
ed. Never trifle aways time; neither 
_ Spend any more time at any place than 
Is strictly; necessary. ; 
_ __2. Be serious. Let your motto be, 
Holiness to the Lord. Avoid all light- 
_ hess, jesting, and foolish talking. 
3. Converse sparingly and conduct 
yourselves prudently with women. 1 Tim. 
Vv. 2. ‘ 
4. Takeno step towards marriage with- 
' Out first consulting with your brethren. 

5. Believe evil of no one without good. 
evidence; unless you see it done, take 
heed how you credit it. Put the best con- 
Struction on every thing. You know the 
Judge is always supposed to be on the pri- 
Soner’s side. 

6. Speak evil of no one; because your 
word, especially, would eat as doth a can- 
ker. Keep your thoughts within your 
own breast, till you come te the person 
concerned, 
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7. Tell every one under your care, 
what you think wrong in his conduct and 


temper, and that lovingly and plainly, as ~ 


soon as may be ; else it will fester in your 
heart. Make all haste to cast the fire out 
of your bosom. 

8. Avoid all saffectation. A preacher 
of the gospel is the servant of all. ‘ 

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 

10. Be punctual. Do every thing ex- 

actly at the time. And do not mend our 
rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but 
conscience-sake. 

11. Your business is to save souls, there- 
fore go always not only to those who want 
you, but to those who want you most. 

Observe! It is not your business only 
to preach so many times, and to take 
care of this or that society : but to save as 

"many as you can; to bring as many sin- 
ners as you can to repentance, and with 
all your power to build them up in that 
holiness, without which they cannot see 
the Lord. And remember—a Metho- 
dist preacher is to mind every point, 
great and small, in the Methodist disci- 
pline! Therefore you will need to exer- 
cise all the sense and grace you have. 
In preaching, seek to convince, offer 
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Christ, invite, build up; and do this in 
some measure in every sermon. The 
most effectual way of preaching Christ, is 
to preach him in all his offices ; and to 
declare his law as well as his Gospel, both 
to believers and-unbelievers ;_ insist strong- 
ly and closely upon the necessity of in- 
ward and outward holiness in all its 
branches : be sure never to disappoint a 
congregation—endeavour always to suit 
your subject to your audience ; choose 
the plainest text you can ; take care not 
to ramble, but keep to your text, and | 
make out what you take in hand ; take 
care of any thing awkward, or affected, ei- 
ther in your gesture, phrase, or pronun-— 
Ciation ; frequently read and enlargeupon * 
4 portion of Scripture; and let young 
preachers often exhort without taking a 
text. Always avail yourself of the great 
festivals by preaching on the occasion— 
ray earnestly for, and speak freely to each 
other: when we meet, let us never part 
without prayer ; take great care not to des- 
pise each other’s gifts ; never speak lightly 
of each other ; defend each other’s charac- 
ter in every thing, so far as is consistent 
with truth ; labour, in honour each to 
prefer the other before himself—Where 
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there are children whose parents are ia 
Society, procure Catechisms for them, 
and let all who can, read and commit them 
to memory ; explain and impress them 
upon their hearts; talk with them every 
time you see any at home—pray ear- 
nestly for them ; and diligently instruct 
and exhort all parents at their own 
houses,—take a list of the names of the 
children, and if any of them be truly 
awakened, Jet them be admitted into so- 
ciety, and occasionally preach expressly 
on education. Preach and form societies 
wherever you can, and observe in what 
places God is pleased at any time to pour 
_ out his Spirit more abundantly, and at 
that time endeavour to obtain all neces- 
sary aid. 

Ques. How can we further assist 
those under our care ? 

Ans. By instructing them at their 
own houses. “ We shall find many hin- 
ee both in ourselves and the peo- 
ple.” 

1. In ourselves, there is much dulness 
and laziness, so that there will be much 
ado to get us to be faithful in the work. 
2. We have a base, man-pleasing tem- 
per, so that we let them perish rather 


than lose their love: we let them go quiet- 
ly to hell, lest we should offend them. 

3. Some of us have also a foolish bash- 
fulness. We know not how to begin, and 
blush to contradict the devil. 

4. But the greatest hindrance is weak- 
ness of faith. Our whole motion is weak, 
because the spring of it is weak. 

5. Lastly, we are unskilful in the work, 
How few know how to deal with men, 
and suit all our discourses to their several 
conditions and tempers : ‘To choose the 
fittest subjects, and follow them with a 
holy mixture of seriousness, terror, love | 
and meekness ? ee 

But undoubtedly this private applica- 
tion is implied in those solemn words of 
the apostle, I charge thee before God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing, 
preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season: Reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long-suffering. 

O brethren, if we could but set this 
work on foot in all our societies, aud 
prosecute it zealously, what glory would 
redound to God? If the common luke- 
Wwarmness were banished, and every shop 
and every house busied in speaking of the 
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word and works of God; surely God 
would dwell in our habitations, and make 
us his delight. : 
And this is absolutely necessary to the 
welfare of our people, some of whom 
neither repent nor believe to this day. 
Look round, and see how many of them 
are still in apparent danger of damnation. 
And how can we walk and talk, and be 
merry with such people, when we know 
their case? When we look them in the 
face we should break forth into tears, as 
the prophet did when he looked upon 


_ Hazael, and then set on them with the 
most vehement exhortations. O, fer 
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God’s sake, and the sake of poor souls, 


let us bestir ourselves, and spare no pains 


that may conduce to their salvation ? 
What cause have we to mourn before 
the Lord that we have so long neglected 
this good work! If we had but engaged 
im It sooner, how many more might have 
been brought to Christ ? And how much 
holier and happier might our societies 
have been before now? And why might 
we not have done it sooner? There were 
many hindrances: and so’ there always 
willbe. But the greatest hindrance is in 
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ourselves, in our littleness of faith and 
love. 

But it is objected, I. “ This will take 
up so much time we shall not have leisure 
to follow our studies.” Answer, 1. 
Gaining knowledge is a good thing, but 
saving souls is a better.. 2. By this very 
thing we shall gain the most excellent 
knowledge, that of God and eternity. 
3. We shall have time for gaining other 
knowledge too, if we sleep no more 
than we need, and never. be idle, or 
tridingly employed.” But, 4. Ifwecan 
do but one, let our studies alone. We 
ought to throw by all the libraries in the - 
world, rather than be guilty of the loss of 
one soul. : 

It is objected, I. “ The people will 
net submit to. it.” If some will not, 
others will. And the success with them, 
will repay all our labour. O let us here- 
in follow the example of St. Paul. 1. For 
our general business, Serving: the Lord 
with all humility of mind: 2. Our spe- 
cial work, Take heed to yourselves, and 
to allthe flock : 3. Our doctrine, Repent- 
ance towards God and faith towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ : 4. The place, 
Ihave taught you publicly, and from 
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house to house: 5. The object and man- 
ner of teaching, I ceased not to warn 
every one, night and day, with tears: 
6. His innocence and self-denial herein, 
I have coveted no man’s silver or gold: 
7. His patience, Neither count I my life 
dear unto myself. And among all other — 
motives, let these be ever before our eyes: 
1. the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood. 2. Grievous 
wolves shall enter in; yea, of yourselves 
shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things. 

Let us write this upon our hearts, and it 

¥ will do us more good than twenty years 

_ study. Then we shall haye no time to 

Spare: we shall have work enough. 

Then likewise no preacher will stay with 

us who is as salt that has lost its savour. 

For to such, this employment would be 

mere drudgery. And in order to it we 

shall have need of all the knowledge we 
can procure, and grace we can attain. 

The sum is, Go into every house in — 
course, and teach every one therein, 
young and old, to be christians inwardly 
and outwardly; make every particular 
plain to their understandings: fix it in 
their minds; write it on their hearts. In 
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order to this, there must be line upon line, 


precept upon precept. What patience, 
what love, what knowledge is requisite 
for this! We must needs do this, were it 
only to avoid idleness. -Do we not loiter 
away many hours in every week ? Each 


try himself: No idleness is consistent 


with a growth in grace. Nay, without 
exactness in redeeming time, we cannot 
retain the grace we received in justifica- 
tion. 


SECTION VIII. 
Ques. How long shall a licensed 


preacher continue before he is eligible to 


Deacons’ orders ? , 
Ans. Two years, when he shall bring 


a recommendation signed by two-thirds — 


of the members of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence to which he belongs. Nevertheless, 
the Yearly Conference may elect to the 


_ office sooner, if two-thirds of the members 


think it expedient. ve 
Ques. By whom shall he be ordained ? 
Ans. By the imposition of the hands 
of the president and two elders. 
Ques. What is the duty of a deacon ?. 
Ans. To baptize, and perform the of- 
fice of matrimony 3 to assist the elder in 
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administering the Lord’s Supper, and to 
do all the duties of a Preacher. 

Ques. How long shall a Deacon con- 
tinue before he is eligible to the office of 
an Elder ? 

Ans. Every Deacon shall exercise that 
office for two years, except in the case of 
Missions, when the Yearly Conference 
may elect to the elders’ office sooner, if 
they judge it expedient. 

Ques. How is an Elder constituted P 

Ans. By the election of a majority of 
the Yearly Conference and the laying on 
of the hands of the president, and at least 
two elders. v 

Ques. What is the duty of an Elder ? 

» Anas. To administer baptism and the 
- Lord’s Supper—to perform the’ office of 
_ matrimony, and all parts of divine wor- 
ship—to do all the duties of a Preacher— 
to travel thro’ his appointed charge, ad- 
vise in the transaction of the spiritual bu- 
siness thereof, and take care that the dis- | 
cipline be enforced : see that the Baptisms, 
Marriages, and Deaths are recorded, in- 
struct the Probationers into the doctrines 
and discipline of the Society, hiold Watch 
Nights, and Love Teasts, give out Tick- 
ets of Membership and Probation: to 
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take an account of the members under 
his charge, to be delivered to the Con- 
ference yearly: to read the rules of So- 
Ciety twice a year tothe congregations : 
to appoint Prayer Meetings, and days of 
fasting, with the advice of the official 
Members: to renew the tickets quar- ~ 
terly : to preside in the Monthly and Quar- 
terly Conferences, and to license Preach- 
ers by the request of the Quarterly Con- 
erences, 

N. B. Every licensed Preacher shall 
have his license renewed by the Yearly 
Con ference, if recommended by the Quar- 
terly Conference. 


SECTION IX. 


Ques. What shall be done when an El- 
der, Deacon, or Preacher is under report 
of being guilty of some crime, during the 
recess of the Yearly Conference. 

Ans. Let the nearest Elder call as many 

reachers as he shall think fit, at least 
three ; and if possible bring the accused 
and accuser face to face ; if the person be 
clearly convicted, he shall be suspended 
from all official services in the Church 
until the ensuing Yearly Conference, at 
which his case shall be fully considered 
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and determined. Ifthe accuser and ac- 
cused cannot be brought face to face, but 
the supposed delinquent flees from trial, it 
shall be received as a presumptive proof 
of guilt ; and out of the mouth of two or 

three witnesses he shall be condemned. 

Nevertheless, in that case the yearly Con- 

ference shall re-consider and determine 

the whole matter. 

_ Ques. What shall be done in cases of 

improper tempers, words or actions? 

Ans. The person so offending shall 
be reproved by a senior Preacher. Should 
a second transpression take place, one; 
two, or three Ministers or Preachers are 
to be taken as witnesses. If he be net 
then cured, he shall be tried at the next 
yearly Conference, and if found guilty, 
and impenitent, shall be expelled from 
the connection. 

Ques. What shall be done with those 
ministers or preachers, who hold and dis- 
seminate, publicly or privately, doctrines 
which are contrary to our articles of re- 
ligion ? 

Ans. Let the same process be ob- 
served as in cases of gross immorality : 
but if the minister or preacher so offend- 
ing, do solemnly engage not to disseminate 
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such erroneous doctrines in public or in 
private, he shall be borne with, till his 
case be laid before the next yearly con- 
ference of preachers, which shall deter- 
mine the matter. 

Provided nevertheless, that, in all the 
abovementioned cases of trial and convic- 
tion in the recess of Conference, an ap- 
peal to the ensuing yearly conference of 
ministers shall be allowed. 


SECTION X. 


Of the Sale and Use of Spiritous Li- 


quors. 


Ques. Wuart directions shall be giv- 
en concerning the sale and use of spirit- 
Ous liquors ? 

Ans. If any member of our society re- 
tail or give spiritous liquors, and any 
thing disorderly be transacted under his 
roof on this account, he shall be proceed- 
ed-against as in the case of other immo- _ 
ralities ; and shall be cleared, censured, 
suspended: or excluded, according to his 
conduct, as on other charges of immo- 
rality. 
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SACRAMENTAL SERVICES, &c. 


The Order of the Administration of the 
Lord’s Supper. 
The Elder shall say one or more of these sen- 
tences. 


Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
Matt. v. 16. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures up- 
on earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and 
‘ steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures | 
in keaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal. Matt. vi. 19, 20- 

Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, even so do unto them: for 
this is the law and the prophets. Matt. 
vi. 12. 

Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but he that doeth the will of 
my Father who is in heaven. Matt. vi. 21- 

Zaccheus stood forth, and said unto the 
Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods — 
I give to the poor: and if Ihave done any 
wrong to any man, I restore to him four- 
fold. Luke xix. 8. 
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He that soweth little, shall reap little; 
and he that soweth plenteously shall reap 
plenteously. Let every man do accord- 
ing as he is disposed in his heart; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity : for God loy- 
ethacheerful giver. 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 

While we have time, let us do good 
unto all men, and especially unto them 
that are of the household of faith. Gal. 
vi. 10. 

Godliness, with contentment, is great 
gain; for we brought nothing into the 
world, and it is certain we can carry no- — 
thing out. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7. 

Charge them who are rich in this 
world, that they be ready to give, and 
glad to distribute, laying up in store for 
themselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that they may attain eter- 
nal life. 1 Tim. vi. 17,18, 19. 

God is not unrighteous that he will for- 
get your works and labour that proceed- 
eth of love; which love ye have shewed 
for his name’s sake, who have ministered 
unto the saints, and yet do minister. Heb. 
vi. 10. * : 7 

To do good, and to distribute, forget 
not; for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased. Heb. xiii. 16. 


ee 


40 


Whoso -hath this world’s good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and _ shut- 
teth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of Godin 
him? 1 John iii. 17. , 

He that hath pity upon the poor, Jend- 
eth unto the Lord; and look, what he 
Jayeth out, it shall be paid him again. 
Prov. xix. 17. 

Blessed is the man that provideth for | 
the sick and needy: the Lord shall de- 
liver him in time of trouble. Psalm. xli. 1 


[While these sentences are in reading, some | 
fit person appointed for that purpose, shallre- 
ceive the alms for the poor.] / 


’ 


After which the Elder shall say. 


Ye that do truly and earnestly repent 
of your sins, and are in love and charity 
with your neighbours, and intend to lead 
a new life, following the commandments 
of God, and walking from henceforth 
in his holy ways; draw near with faith, 
and take this holy sacrament to your 
comfort; and make your humble confes- 
sion to Almighty God, meekly kneeling 
upon your knees. 


~ 
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Then shall this general confession be 
made bythe Minister in the name of 
all those that are minded to receive the 
Holy Communion, both he and all the 
people kneeling humbly upon their 
knees, and saying. 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge 
ofall men: We acknowledge and bewail 
our manifold sins and wickedness, which 
we from time to time most grievously 
have committed, by thought, word, and 
deed, against thy Divine Majesty, pro- 
voking most justly thy wrath and indig- 
Nation against us. We do earnestly re- 
pent, and are heartily sorry for these our 
misdoings; the remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Fa- 
ther ; for thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
sake, forgive us all that is past; And 
grant, that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please thee in newness of life, to the 
honour and glory of thy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. , 


Then shall the Elder say, 


it is very meet, right, and our bounden 
D 
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duty, that we should at all times and in 
all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lora; 


Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting 
God. 


| 
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Therefore with angels and arch-al- . 


gels and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious name; 
evermore praising thee and saying, Holys 
holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heave 
and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be 
to thee, O Lord most high. — Amen. 


Then the Elder shall say as followeth : 


Aumicuty God, our heavenly Father, 
who of thy tender mercy, didst give thine 
only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon 
the cross for our redemption ; who made 
there (by his oblation of himself once of 
fered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacti- 
fice, oblation and satisfaction for the sis 
of the whole world; and did institute, 
and in his holy gospel command. us to 
continue, a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death until his coming again : 
hear us, O merciful Father, we most hum= 
bly beseech thee, and grant that we, re- 
ceiving these thy creatures of bread and 
wine, according to thy Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remem- 
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brance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed body and 


blood; who, inthe same night that he 


was betrayed, took bread ; and when he 
had given thanks, he brake it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, Take eat; this is 
my body which is given for you; do this 
in remembrance of me. Likewise after 
supper he took the cup; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is 
my blood of the New Testament, which 
is shed for you, and for many, for the re- 
mission of sins: do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me, 
Amen. a 

Then shall the Minister first receive the 

Communion in both kinds himself, and 

then proceed to deliver the same to 

the other Ministers in like manner (if 
any be present) and after that to the 

People also, in order, into their hands 

—And when he delivereth the bread, 

he shallsay, — - - 

Tue Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was given for thee, preserve thy 
soul and body unto everlasting life. Take 
and eat this in remembrance that Christ 


died for thee, and feed on him in thy 

heart by faith with thanksgiving. 

And the Minister that delivereth the 

cup shall say, 

The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which was shed for thee, preserve thy 
soul and body unto everlasting life. Drink 
this in remembrance that Christ’s blood 
was shed for thee and be thankful. 

Then shall the Elder say the Lord’s 
Prayer, the People repeating after 
him every Petition. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hal- 
lowed" be thy Name; Thy Kingdom 


~ Goiie: Thy will be done on earth as it'is 


4 


ingheaven ; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, aS 
we forgive them that trespass against us: 
And lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil, for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, andthe glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Then the Elder, if he see it expedient, 
may put up an extempore Prayer: 
and afterwards shall let the People 


al this blessing : 
May the peace of God which passeth 
“all understanding, keep your hearts and 
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minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
amongst you, and remain with you al- 
ways. Amen. 

a aa 


THE MINISTRATION OF BAPTISM. 


The Minister shall use the following, or 
some other exhortation, suitable to this 
Holy Office. 
Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Sa- 

viour Christ saith, None can enter into 

the kingdom of God, except e rege 
nerated and born anew of water and of 
the Holy Ghost: I beseech you to Call 
upon God the Father, through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous good=. 

ness he will grant these persons, that 


which by nature they cannot have; that 


they may be baptized with water and the 
Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s 
holy church, and be made lively members 
of the same. 


After which he shail say, 


Almighty and everlasting God, heaven- 
ly Father, we give thee humble thanks, 
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for that thou hast vouchsafed to call us to 
the knowledge of thy grace, and faith 
in thee; increase this knowledge and 
confirm this faith in us evermore. Give 
thy Holy Spirit to these persons, that they 
may be born again, and be made heirs of | 
everlasting salvation, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth ~ 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, now apc — 
for ever. Amen 


Bhen shall the peopie stand up, and the 
Minister shall say, ~ 


Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. 


John, in the third chapter, beginning at the 
first verse, 


THERE was aman of the Pharisees; — 
named Nicodemus,a ruler of the Jews + 
the same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God ; for no 
man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him. Jesus 
nswered and said unto him, Verily, 
Verily, T say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
_ God. ~Nicodemus saith unto him, How 
“€ai-a man be born when he is old ? Can 
he enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born? Jesus answered, 


ae 
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Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born again. The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof; but: canst not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit. 4 


Then the Minister shall speak to the Per- 
sons to be baptized, on this wise ; (uf 
children, this to be omitted. ) 


We tt beloved;-who are come hither, 
desiring to receive holy Baptism, ye have 
heard how the congregation hath prayed, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ would vouch- 
safe to receive you, and bless you, to re- 
lease you of your sins, to give you the 
kingdom of heaven, and everlasting life. 
And our Lord Jesus Christ hath promis- 
ed in his holy word, to grant all those 
things that we have prayed for: which 
promise he for his part will most surely ’ 
keep and perform. 

. Wherefore, after this promise: made by 
Christ, yow must also faithfully, for your 
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part, promise in the presence of this 
whole congregation, that you will re 
*nounce the devil and all his works, an¢ 
constantly believe God’s holy word, an 
obediently keep his commandments. 


Then shall the Minister demand, 


Ques. Dost thou renounce the devil 
and all his works, the vain pomp and 
glory of the world, with all covetous de- 
sires of the same, and the carnal desires 
of the flesh, so that thou wilt not follow oF 
be led by them ? 

Ans. ¥ renounce them all. 

Ques. Dost thou believe in God the 
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth ? And in Jesus Christ his only be- 
gotten Son our Lord? And that he was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary? that he suffered ‘ under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and 
buried ; that he rose again the third day 3 
that he ascended into heaven, ard sitteth 
atthe right hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty ; and from thence shall come 
again, at the end of the world, to judge 
the quick and the dead : 4 

And dost thou believe in the Holy 
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Ghost; the communion of saints; the 
remission of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and everlasting life after 
death ? 

Ans. All this I stedfastly believe. 

Ques. Wilt thou be baptized in this 
faith ? 

Ans. This is my desire. 

Then shall the Minister say,- 


O merciful God, grant that the old 
Adam in these persons may be so buried, 
that the new man may be raised up in 
them. Amen. r 

Grant that all carnal affections may 
die in them, and that all things belonging 
to the Spirit may live and grow in them. 


_ Amen. 


Grant that they may have power and 
Strength to have victory, and triumph 
against the devil, the world, and the 
flesh. Amen. 


Grant that they, being here dedicated 
tothee by our Office and Ministry, may . 
also be endued with heavenly virtues, 
and eyverlastingly rewarded, through thy 
mercy, O blessed Lord God, who dost 
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Jive and governvall things, world without 
end. Amen. 

Almighty, ever living God, whose most 
dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the 
forgiveness of our sins, did shed out of 
his most precious side, both water and 
blood; and gave commandment to his 
disciples, that they should go and teach all 
nations, and baptize them in the name 
ofthe Father and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost; regard, we beseeclt 


thee, the supplications of this congrega- — 


tion: and grant that the Persons now to 
be baptized, may receive the fulness of 
thy grace, and ever remain in the number 
of thy faithful and elect children, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister ask the names 
and then shall sprinkle or pour water 
upon him, (or if he shall desire %, 
shall immerse him in water ) saying, 
N. I baptize thee in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy. 

Ghost. Amen. } ‘ 

Then shall be said the Lord’s prayer, alt 

kneeling. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallow- 


ene, 


; 
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ed be thy name: Thy ‘kingdom come : 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in hea- 
ven: Give us this day our daily bread ; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give them that trespass: against us: And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver- 
us from evil. Amen. 


[Then let the Minister conclude with extem-— 
pore prayer. } 
—=<=>— 
THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF 
id MATRIMONY. 


At the day and time appointed for So- 
lemnization of Matrimony, the per- 
sons to be married standing together, 
the Man on the right hand and the Wo- 
man on the left, the Minister shall SAY 


Dearly beloved, we are gathered toge- 
ther here, in the sight of God, and in the 
presence of these witnesses, to join toge- 
ther this man and this woman in holy 
Matrimony: which is an honourable es- 
tate, instituted of God in the time of man’s 
innocency, signifying unto us the mysti- 
cal union that is betwixt Christ and his 
Church ; ‘which holy estate Christ adorn- 
ed and beautified with his presence and 
first miracle that he. wrought in Cana of 
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Galilee, and is commended of St. Paul to 
to be honourable among all men; and 
therefore is not by any to be enterprised 
or taken in hand unadvisedly, but. reve- 
rently, discreetly, advisedly, and in the 
fear of God. 

Into which holy estate these two per- 
sons present come now to be joined. 
Therefore, if any can shew any just cause 
why they may not lawfully be joined to- 
gether, let him now speak, or else hereaf- 
ter for ever hold his peace. 


And also speaking unto the persons that 
are to be married, he shall say, 


T require and charge you both (as you 


will answer at the dreadful day of judg- 
ment, when the secrets of all hearts shall 


be disclosed) that if either of you know 
any impediment why you may not be 


lawfully joined together in matrimony, 


you do now confess it. For be ye well 
assured, that so many as are coupled to- 
gether otherwise than God’s Word doth 
allow, are not joined together by God, 
neither is their matrimony lawful. — 


If no impediment be alledged, then shalt 
the Minister say unto the man, 
: ARE 


: 
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M. Wilt thou have this woman to thy 
wedded wife, to live together after God’s 
ordinance, in the holy estate of matrimo- 
ny? Wilt thou love her, comfort her, 
honour and keep her, in sickness and in 
health; and forsaking all other, keep thee 
only unto her, so long as ye both shall 
live? * : 


The Man shall answer, iy 
I will. 
Then shallthe Minister say unto the 
woman: "4 


N. Wilt thou have this-man to thy 
wedded husband, to live together after 
God’s ordinance, in the holy estate of 
matrimony? Wilt thou obey him, serve 
him, love, honour and keep him, in sick- 
ness and in health; and forsaking all 
other, keep thee only unto him, so long 
as ye both shall live: , 


The Woman shall answer, 


I will. 


Then shall the Minister say, 
Let us pray. 
O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver 
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of all mankind, giver of all spiritual 
grace, the author of everlasting life; send 
thy blessing upon these thy servants, this 
man and this woman, whom we bless in 
thy name; that as Isaac and Rebecca liv- 
ed faithfully together, so these persons 
_may surely perform and keep the vow 
-and covenant betwixt them made, and 
may ever remain in perfect love and 
‘peace together, and live according to thy 
Jaws, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Then shall the Minister join their right 
hands together and say, 


Those whom God hath joined togeth- 
er, let no man put asunder. 

Forasmuch as M. and WN. have consent- 
ed together in holy wedlock, and have 
witnessed the same before God and this 
company, and thereto have pledged their 
faith either to other, and have declared 
the same by joining of hands; I pro- 
nounce that they are Man and Wile toge- 
ther, In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


And the Minister shall add this blessing. 
God the Father, God the Son, God the 
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Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep 
you; the Lord mercifully with his favour 
look upon you, and so fill you with alt 
spiritual benediction and grace, that ye 
may so live together in this life, that in 
the world to come ye may have life eyer- 
lasting. Amen. . y 


<= 
THE FORM AND MANNER OF MAKING — 
OF DEACONS. 


[When the day appointed is come, thereshall 
bea sermon or exhortation, declaring the duty 
and office of such as come to be admitted 
Deacons. ] 


After which, one of the Elders shall pre- 
sent the persons to be ordained Dea- 
cons: and their names being read 
aloud, it shall be said unto the people : 


Brethren, if there be any of you, who 
knoweth any impediment or crime inany — 
of these persons presented to be ordained - 
Deacons, for the which he ought not to 
be admitted to that office, let him come 
forth in the name of God, and shew what 
the crime or impediment is. 

[lf any crime or impediment be objected, 
he shall not be ordained, until such time as 


the party accused shall be found clear ot 
that crime.] 


56 
“Then shail be read the following < 


The Epistle. 1 Tim. iii. 8—13. 


Likewise must the Deacons be graves 
not double-tongued, not given to much 
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre ; hold- 
ing the mystery of the faith in a,pure 

conscience. :And let these also first be 
proved, then let them use the office of @ 
Deacon, being found blameless. Eve! 
so must their wives be grave, not slan- 
_ derers, sober, faithful in all things. Let 
the Deacons be the husbands of one wifes 
ruling their children and their own lous- 
es well. For they that have used the of- 
fice of a Deacon well, purchase to them- 
selves a good degree, and great bold- 
ness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus- 


Then shall every one that are to be or- 
dained, be examined in: the-presence 2 


the People, after the manner follow- 
ing. 


é 

Do you trust that you are inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghost, to take upon 
you the office of the ministry in the 
church of Christ, to serve God for the 


é 
promoting of his glory, and the edifying 
of his people ? 

Ans. I trust so- 

Ques. Do you unfeignedly believe all 
the canonical Scriptures of the Old and 


New Testament ch 
Ans. I do believe them. 


Ques. Will you diligently read or 
expound the same unto the people whom 
"you shall be chosen to serve ? . 

Ans. 1 will. , 

Ques. It appertaineth to the office of 
a Deacon to assist the Elder in Divine 
Service. And especially, when he min- 
istereth the holy communion to help him 
in the distribution thereof, and to read 
and expound the holy Scriptures; to 1- 
struct the youth, and in the absence of 
the Elder to baptize. And furthermore, 
it is his office, to search for the sick, poor, 
and impotent, that they may be visited 
and relieyed—Will you do this gladly 
and willingly ? C 

Ans. I will do so, by the help of 
God. - - ‘ 

Ques. Will you apply all your dili- 
gence to frame and fashion your own 
lives (and the lives of your families) ac- 
eording to the doctrine of Christ; and te 
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make (both) yourselves (and them) aS 
much as in you lieth, wholesome exam- 
ples of the flock of Christ ? ‘ 

Ans. JI will do so, the Lord being m 
helper. 

Ques. Will you reverently obey them 
to whom the charge and government over 
you is committed, following with a glad 
mind and will, their godly admonitions ? 

Ans. 1 will endeavour so to do, the 
Lord being my helper. 


Then the president and two elders lay- 
ing their hands severally upon the 
head of every one of them, shall say; 


_ Take thou authority to execute the of- 
fice of a Deacon in the church of God 3 
in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Then shall be said, 


Almighty God, giver ofall good things, 
who of thy great goodness hast vouchsaf- 
ed to accept and take these thy servants 
into the office of Deacons in thy church : 
make them, we beseech thee O Lord, to 
be modest, humble, and constant in their 
ministration, and to have a ready will to 
observe all spiritual discipline; that they, 
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having always the testimony of a good 
conscience, and continuing ever stable 
and strong in thy Son Christ, may. so 
well behave themselves in this inferior of- 
fice, that they may be found worthy to be 
called unto the higher ministries in thy 
church, through the same, thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
and honour. world without end. Amen. 

The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
And the blessings of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
among you, and remain with you al- 
ways. Amen. 

—— 


THE FORM AND MANNER OF ORDAIN- 
ING OF ELDERS. 

[When the day appointed is come, there shall 
be a Sermon, or Exhortation, declaring the 
duty and office of such as come to be ad- 
mitted Elders ; how necessary that order is 
in the Church of Christ, and also how the 
people ought to esteem them in their office.] 


After which, one of tie Elders shall pre- 
sent all them that are to be ordained, 
and say, 


— — i, we we 
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T present unto you these persons pre= 
sent to be ordained Elders. 
Lhen, their names being read aloud, shalt 

be said unto the people : 

Brethren, these are they whom we pur- 
pose, God willing, this day to ordain El- 
devs. For after due examination, we » 
find not to the contrary, but that they ~ 
are lawfully called to this function and 
ministry, and that they are persons meet 
for the same. But if there be any of 
you, who knoweth any impediment. or 
crime in any of them, for the which he 
ought not to be received into this holy 
ministry, let him come forth in the name 
of God, and show what the crime or im- 
pediment is, 


[If any Crime or Impediment be objected, 

they shall surcease from ordaining that 

€rson, until such time as the Party accused 
shall be found clear of the crime.] 


Then shall be said the Epistle, and Gos- i 
pel, as followeth. 
The Epistle. Eph. iv. 7—13. 


After this shall be read for the Gospel, 
part of the tenth chapter of St. John. 


St. John, x. 1—16. 


Ques. Do you think in your heart, 
that you are truly called, according to 
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the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the 
order of Elders ? 

Ans. I think so. 

Ques. Are you persuaded that the 
Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all 
doctrine required of necessity for eternal 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ ? 
And are you determined, out of the said 
Scriptures to instruct the people com- 
mitted to your charge, and to teach no- 
thing as required of. necessity to eternal 
salvation, but that which you shall be 
persuaded, may be concluded and proved 
by the scripture ? 

Ans. Yam so persuaded, and have so 
determined, by God’s grace. . 

Ques. Will you then give your faith- 
ful diligence, always so to minister the 
doctrine and sacraments, and discipline 
of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded ? 

Ans. I will do so, by the help of the 
Lord. 

Ques. Will you be ready with all faith- 
ful diligence to banish away all erroneous 
and strange doctrines contrary to God’s 
word ; and to use both public and private 
monitions and exhortations, as well to the 
sick as tothe whole, within your district, 
as need shall require, and occasion shall 
be given? 
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Ans. Iwill, the Lord being my helper- 

Ques. Will you be diligent in prayerSz 
and in reading of the holy Scriptures, an 
in such studies as help to the knowledge 
of the same, 

Ans. I will endeavour so to do, the 
Lord being my helper. 

Ques. Will you be diligent to frame 
and fashion your own selyes, and your 
families, according to the doctrine © 
Christ ; and to make both yourselves and 
them, as much as in you lieth, wholesome 
examples and patterns to the flock of 

Vist ? 

Ans. ¥ shall apply myself thereto, 
the Lord being my helper. 

Ques. Will you maintain and set for- 
ward, as much as lieth in you, quietness 5 
peace and love among all Christian peO- 
ple, and especially among them that are 
or shall be committed to your charge? 


Ans. 1 will so do, the Lord being m¥ 
helper. 


Then shall the president, standing up; 
say, g 

Almighty God, who hath given you 
this will to do all these things, grant also 
unto you strength and power to perform | 
the same; that he may accomplish his 
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work which he hath begun in you, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


[After this the Congregation shall be desired, — 
secretly in their prayers, to make their hum- 
ble supplications to God for all these things : 
for the which prayers there shall be silence 
kept for a space.] . 


That done, the president shall pray ex- 
tempore. 


When prayer is done, the president 


and elders present shall lay their 


hands severally upon the head of eve- 

ry one that receiveth the order of 

elders: the receivers humbly kneel- 
ing upon their knees, and the presi- 
dent saying, 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy 
Ghost for the office and work of.an El- 
der in the Church of God, now commit- 
ted unto thee by the imposition of our 
hands. And be thou a faithful dispenser 
of the word of God, and of his holy Sa- 
craments: In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 


Then shall be delivered to every one of 
them, kneeling, the Bible into his 
hand, saying, 
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Take thou authority to preach the 
word of God, and to administer the holy 
Sacraments in the!congregation. 


There shall then be an extempore prayer 
and conclude with the blessing. 


The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts an 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord 5 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be, 


among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 


2" If on the same day the Order of Dea- 
cons be given to some, and that of Elders to 
others; the Deacons shall be first presented, 
and then the Elders, 


—>— 
FORM OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


In the year 1784, Mr. John Wesley gave 
directions to the Methodist Societies in Ame- 
rica, concerning the form of Public Worship 
to be observed on Sundays, and to prevent 
the reading of such parts of the Scripture 
as did not seem expedient on all occasions ; 
prepared a table of such chapters as are 
proper to be read—which is here offered— 
that a uniformity may be established on this 
point, in this Society. 
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Let the Morning and Afternoon Service 
consist of singing, reading a chapter, prayer 
and Preaching. f 

€ Evening Service can omit the read- 
jog 4 chapter. 


TABLE OF CHAPTERS PROPER TO BE READ ON 
SUNDAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, 


Sundays 0 »f Ad+ Morning. Afternoon, 


- vent, 1 

The first. Isaiah 1 } Isaiah g 
2 i5) 24 
3— 25 26 

4 4—— | ———_- 80 |: ———_ 32 
Sundays afler 
Christmas, 

Vhe first — a 38 
2—— | ———_-_ 41 J ~~ 43 
3S, et 46° 
4 51 | Se 53 
5—— | ———__ 55 | ——_— 56 
6— | ——— 57 | ———~— 63 
7— 59 - 64 
s—— 65 | ——— 66 
9—— | Genesis 1 | Genesis 2, 

3O—_ 3 6 
14 7 1s 
12 19 to ver.30 | —_— 9 
ig 24. 37 
Te) | Pe s6 42 
15 43 —44 & 45 


Sunday before |§ Exodus 9] Exodus 10 
Laster. } Matt. 26 | Heb.5tov.11 
2 Exodus 19] Exodus 14 
Laster Day, ; Romans 6! Acts 2 y, 22. 


Sundays after 
Easier. 
The first. 
oo 
3° = 
(os 
6245. 
Sunday after As- 
cension day. 


Whitsunday. 


Trinity Sunday. 


Sundays after 
Trinity Sunday. 
The first, 
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Morning. 

Numb. 16 
— 23 & 24 
Deuter. 4 
6 

8 

12 

16 to v. 18 
Acts 10 v. 34 
Genesis 1 
r] Matt. 3 
Joshua 10 
Judges 4 
1Samuel 2 
12 

15 

2 Samuel 12 
21 

1Kings 13 
18 

21 

2Kings 5 
10 

19 

Jeremiah 56 
85 

Ezekiel 2 
20 

Daniel 3 


29. | Joel 2 
91—— J Habakkuk 2 


Afternoon. 
Numbers 22 ~ 
25 
5 
Se 
Deuter. © 13 — ; 
Tsaiah 11 
Acts19to v.21 
Genesis 18 
1 John 5 
Joshua 23 
Judges a 
JSamuel 3” — 
exe: 13 i 
2Samuel 19 
—_ ot 
Kings 17 
] Kings . 19 
22 
aKings 2 | 
me iC: 
PS 
Jeremiah 22 
; 36 
Ezekiel 13 © 
18 - 
o+ 
Daniel 6 
Micah 6 
Proverbs 1 


—— = 
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Morning Afternoon. 
22 Prov. 2) 
23-—— 11 
24—— | ——— 138 | ——— 14 
25, a) ee Ks 
2 17 19 
Isa. 9 tov.S alee ine 10 
Christ's Nativity peat to v. Titas 3 uA 
to v. 9. 
Gen. 22 to v.} Isaiah 53. 
Good Friday. sa 20. 1 Peter 2. 
John as 
Deuter. 2 Kings 2. 
Ascension-duy [3 ta Luke ot a Ephes. 4 to v. 
igs 


EXTRACT FROM A PLAIN ACCOUNT OF 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, 


As believed and taught by 
THE REV. MR. JOHN WESLEY, 


From the Year 1725, to the Year 1765. 


1. In what sense Christians are not 
perfect? They are not perfect in know- 
ledge. They are not free from ignorance, 
no, nor from ymistdite. Weare no more 
to expect any living man to be infallible 
than to. be omniscient. They are not 
free from infirmities ; such as weakness 
or slowness of understanding, irregular 
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quickness or heaviness of imagination. 
Such in another kind are, impropriety of 
language, ungracefulness of pronunciation, 
to which one might add a thousand name- 
less defects, either in conversation or be- 
haviour. From such infirmities as these 
none are perfectly freed, till their spirit 
reiurus to God, Neither can weexpect till 
then to be wholly freed from temptation 5 
for the servant is not above bis master. 
But neither in this sense is there any ab- 
solate perfection on earth. ‘There is no 
perfection of degrees, none which does 
hot admit of a continual increase. 

Ti. In what sense then are they -per- 
fect? 

Love is the fulfilling of the law, the 
end of the commandment. Jt is not only 
the first and great command, but all the 
commandments in one. Whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
if there be any virtue, if there be any 
praise, they are all comprised in this one 
word, love, In this is perfection, and 
glory, and happiness: the royal law of 
heaven and earth is this, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength. ‘The one per- 
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fect good shall be your one ultimate end. 
One thing shall ye desire for its own sake, 
the fruition of him who is all in all. One 
happiness shall ye propose to your souls, 
even an union with him that made them: 
the having fellowship with the Father, 
and the Son, the being joined to the Lord 
in one spirit. One design ye are to pur- 
sue to the end of time, the enjoyment of 
God in time and in eternity. Desire 
other things so far, as they tend to this: 
love the creature, as it leads to the Crea- 
tor. But in every step you take, be this 
the glorious point that terminates your 
view. Let every affection, and thought, 
and word, and action, be subordinate to 
this.. Whatever ye desire or fear, what- 
ever ye seek or shun, whatever ye think, 
speak, or do, be it in order to your happi- 
ness in God, the sole end, as well as source 
of your being. 

Here is the sum of the perfect law, the 
circumcision of the heart.> Let the spirit 
return to God that gave it, with the whole 
train of its affections.—Other sacrifices 
from us he would not, but the living sac- 
rifice of the heart hath he chosen. Let 
it be continually offered up to God through 
Christ, in flames of holy love. And let 
no creature be suffered to share with him : 
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for he is a jealous God. His throne will 
he not divide with another : he will reign 
without a rival. Be no design, no desire 
admitted there, but what has him for its 
ultimate object. This is the way where- 
in those children of God once walked, 
who being dead still speak to us, “ Desire 
not to live but to praise his name : let all 
your thoughts, words, and works tend to 
his glory.” Let your soul be filled with 
so entire a love to him, that you may love 
nothing but for his sake.” ‘ Have a 
pure intention of heart, a stedfast regard 
tohis glory inall youractions.” For then, 
and not till then, is that mind in us, which 
was also in Christ Jesus, when in every 
motion of our heart, in every word of our 
tongue, in every work of our hands, we 
pursue nothing but in relation to him, 
and in subordination to his pleasure :” 
When we too neither think, nor speak, 
nor act, to fulfil our own will, but the will 
of him that sent us: When, whether we 
eat, or drink, or whatever we do, we do 
it all to the glory of God.” 

It may be observed, this sermon was 
composed the first of all my writings which 
have been published. ‘This was the view 
of religion I then had, which even then I 

‘scrupled not to term perfection. This is 
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the view Ihave of it now, without any 
material addition or diminution. And 
what is there here, which any man of un- 
derstanding, who believes the Bible, can 
object to? What can he deny, without 
flatly contradicting the scripture ? What 
retrench, without taking from the word of 
God? 

In the same sentiment did my brother 
and I remain, (with all those young gen- 
tlemen in derision termed Methodists.) ~ 


——_— 


EXTRACT FROM SCRIPTURE DOC- 
TRINES. 

Our love to Christ is the cause of our 
obeying him, as appears from those scrip- 
tures, If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments. Ile that hath my commandments, 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. 


And, if any man love me, he will keep 


my words. For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments. 

Our obeying Christ is the cause of his 
giving us eternal life, as appears from 
those scriptures, Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. 
Blessed are they. that do his command- 
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ments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city. And Christ being 
made perfect through sufferings, he be- 
came the author of eternal salvation to all 
that obey him. 

This may be more briefly expressed 
thus : 

God’s love was the cause of his send- 
ing his Son to die for sinners. 

Christ’s dying for sinners is the cause 
of the gospel’s being preached. 

The preaching of the gospel is the cause, 
or means, of our believing. ” 

Our believing is the cause, or condition, 
of our justification. ’ 

The knowing ourselves justified is the 
cause of our love to Christ. 

Our love to Christ is the cause of our 
obedience to him. , 

Our obedience to Christ is the cause of 
his becoming’ the author of eternal salva- 
tion to us, 


FINIS. 


